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City  Lets  Poor  Twist  Slowly  in  the  Wind 


Budget  Hits  Poor  with 
Less  Services,  More  Taxes 

"The  hudget  is  the  skeleton  of  [he  stale  stripped  of  all  misleading  ideologies" 

— Rudolph  Goldscheid 

by  Jeremy  Hay  and  Brian  ShotI 

Mayor  Jordan  drew  first  in  the  1993  budget  showdown  on  June 
1  by  aiming  a  cocked  gun  at  San  Francisco's  poor.  The  killing 
bullet  was  a  proposed  $88  million  in  city  general  fund  cuts  to  the 
Department  of  Public  Health  (DPH).  For  two  months,  scared  city 
residents,  including  many  from  the  Tenderloin  and  their  advo- 
cates, were  forced  to  crawl  before  the  Board  of  Supervisors  and 
plead  for  the  programs  upon  which  their  health,  quality  of  life  and, 
in  some  cases,  their  very  lives  depended. 

Since  then,  a  detoxification  program,  a         Closed  Doors  and  Lonely  Rooms 
homeless  shelter,  and  many  other  health  and        While  the  Tenderloin  and  Harriet  Street 
social  services  in  the  Tenderloin,  among     dclox  closings  have  had  the  most  direct  im- 


other  services  used  mostly  by  the  poor  across 
the  city,  have  all  become  victims  of  a  shaky 
budget  passed  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
on  June  26.  More  cuts  in  iho  Departmenl  of 
Social  Services  (DSS)  and  other  cily  depart- 
ments will  lower  Ihe  quality  of  services  and 
of  lite  m  the  l  endoiliaa 


pact  on  the  Tenderloin — a  neighborhood 
containing  the  city's  two  census  tracts  with 
the  lowest  per  capita  income — many  other 
cuts  will  be  hurling  its  residents. 

OPH  budget  cuts  to  Tenderloin-based  pro- 
<;r;ims  :ininuni  In  iicarlv  S.SOO.OOO,  jiul  v.  ill 


Pholo  Jim  Burnett 

Hundreds  said  "No"  lo  the  devastating  cuts  that  Jordan  proposed  to  balance  the  budget. 


Tenderloin  and  South  of  Market  areas.  Chris- 
line  Tavlcur.  adult  ser\  ii  c  coordinator  ;il  the 


gram  (NOMSS)  at  333  Turk  Slreel  has  also 
seen  its  prop ra||^|iitl led  away-  NOMSS 


Ask  the  People 


If  vou  could  be  the  opposite 
sex,  would  you? 

by  Eli  Bishop 
Photos:  Lyn  DulT 


Raymond  Daigh,  44 

I  would  rather  be  a 
man — because  I  am. 
Because  i  prefer 
women.  I'm  in  the  city 
of  gay  people.  I  would 
ralher  be  a  man 
because  I  wa;.  bom  that 
way. 


.^1 


Scott  Braithwait,45 

Tm  fine  being  a  man. 
but  I'm  gay.  I  like  men. 
You  can  be  gay  and  siil 
be  a  man. 


Rosalind  Coleman,  23 
I'm  fine  the  way  I  am. 
I'm  happy,  tine,  you 
know.  I  was  bom  that 
way  so  why  not  stay 
that  way?  "Cause  I'm  a 
strong  positive  person. 


by  Christine  Tayieur 

As  a  mental  health  worker  at  the  Tenderlin 
Self  Help  Center.  I  work  with  transgendered 
people.  Transgender  is  a  catch-all  term  that 
refers  to  cross-gender  identities;  people  who 
like  to  crossdress.  people  who  seek  to  be 
opposite  from  the  sex  they  were  bom  (see 
transgender  story  on  pages  10  &  1 1). 

I  work  to  help  people  empower  them- 
selves through  groups,  through  occasional 
one-to-one  therapy  and  through  finding  nec- 
essary medical  services,  housing  and  shelter. 
I  also  help  ihem  find  a  supportive  therapist 
who  can  help  them  with  their  specific  needs. 
I  try  to  show  them  by  example  that  you  can  do 
more  with  your  life:  being  transsexual  doesn't 
mean  you  have  lo  be  an  addict,  a  hooker,  or 
be  considered  mentally  disturbed  and  there- 
fore be  dependent  on  SSI.  I  help  these  women 
and  men  to  find  options  either  integrating 
into  society,  or  if  they  choose,  living  an 
altematjve  lifestyle. 

We  come  from  all  over  the  country  and 
the  world.  Many  of  us  hail  from  war-torn 
countries  where  we've  seen  family  members 
tortured,  raped  or  murdered.  We  come  to  San 
Francisco  seeking  justice,  to  be  able  to  live 
openly  as  our  nature  dictates  and  compels  us. 
and  to  eke  out  a  living — even  to  prosper. 

Many  of  us,  including  myself,  faced  psy- 
chiatric torture  when  we  were  growing  up: 
subjected  to  drugs,  eiectroshock  "therapy" 
and  instiiutionalizalion.  Sometimes  the  pain 
of  being  transgendered  and  the  lack  of  under- 


House  Log 


Sonny  Rushing,  57 

I  prefer  to  be  a  man.  If  1 
had  to  be  reincamated,  1 
would  still  come  back 
as  a  man,  'Cause  I  enjoy 
being  a  man.  Man  has 
gone  to  the  moon.  Man 
has  explored  the  sea — 
done  everything  almost. 


standing  by  our  parents  and  society,  becomes 
so  great  that  we  succumb  lo  drug  addiction  to 
ease  the  pain  inside  of  us. 

In  the  Tenderloin,  unfortunately,  too  many 
of  us  have  this  problem.  What's  more,  there 
are  no  inpatient  programs  that  meet  our  needs 
for  recovery.  A  transsexual  addict  faces 
transphobia  when  s/he  seeks  recovery  ser- 
vices. 

One  of  the  two  groups  I  lead  every  week 
addresses  some  of  these  addiction  issues, 
such  as  being  adult  children  of  alcoholics, 
codependency.  and  chemical  dependence. 

Being  in  these  groups  gives  people  the 
support  to  be  who  they  are.  Some  transsexu- 
als, like  myself,  have  found  it  hard  to  come 
out  for  fears  of  "offending  people."  or  "los- 
ing friends."  But  m  these  groups,  people  can 
find  acceptance  of  him/herself  as  the  gender 
opposite  their  anatomy .  but  in  sync  with  their 
mind  (soul,  brain,  spirit,  psyche,  whatever). 

When  that  person  becomes  part  of  a  group, 
they  become  part  of  a  growing  community. 
An  isolated  person  without  human  support 
can  wither  like  a  plant  denied  sunlight  and 
water,  but.  as  part  of  a  group  family .  they  can 
grow  inside  like  a  blooming  flower. 

Among  the  special  challenges  facing  trans- 
sexual people  is  harassment  from  everyone — 
from  passersby  to  police  off ^cers.  I  know  one 
woman  who  was  just  walking  down  the  street 


with  a  bag  of  groceries.  The  police  stopped 
her.  told  her  she  was  dressed  too  provoca- 
tively, then  threw  her  into  the  back  of  the 
police  van.  strewing  her  groceries  on  the 
street. 

The  Coalition  on  Prostitution  recently  did 
a  survey  that  reveals  that  25  percent  of 
transgendered  prostitutes  have  been  raped  or 
beaten  by  police  officers.  The  Coalition  on 
Prostitution  is  a  San  Francisco-based  group 
of  12-20  sex  workers  and  others,  both 
transgendered  and  non-transgendered.  who 
are  working  to  empower  and  end  police  ha- 
rassment of  sex  workers.  Transgender  Na- 
tion, a  transgender  activist  group  lo  which  I 
belong,  often  works  closely  with  them. 

Because  there  is  so  much  job  discrimina- 
tion against  transgendered  people,  because 
of  the  problems  of  addiction,  among  many 
other  issues,  some  transgendered  people  are 
homeless,  which  raises  even  more  issues. 

Transgendered  people  are  discriminated 
against  in  homeless  shelters.  We  are  required 
to  produce  identification  lo  prove  that  we  are 
mdeed  women  and  men,  yet  non 
transgendered  people  are  not. 

It's  our  job  to  let  people  know  they  don't 
have  to  stand  for  this.  Part  of  empowerment 
is  saying  you  don't  have  to  take  all  this  shit 
thai  happens  to  you.  You  may  not  always  be 
able  to  do  anything  about  it  legally  (if  you  are 
here  illegally),  but  you  don't  have  to  suffer  in 
silence. 


Letters 


The  Landlord  and  Tenants'  Article 

Editors; 

Congratulations  on  a  great  issue.  I  only 
wish  the  paper  came  out  more  often.  Even 
then,  some  is  better  than  none. 

The  article  on  page  14  by  Jeremy  Hay 
regarding  housing  code  enforcement  brought 
up  many  good  points  with  regard  to  the 
problems  faced  by  landlords,  the  enforce- 
ment agencies  and  the  tenants.  The  article 
literally  screams  out  the  need  for  compre- 
hensive, long-temi  solutions  lo  the  problems 
addressed. 

While  (he  landlords  are  not  exactly  inno- 


hxtures,  broken  windows,  or  broken  fumi- 
ture.  the  landlord  would  be  required  to  list 
such  problems  on  the  list. 

Should  the  prospective  tenant  agree  to  the 
condition  of  the  unit,  he  would  sign  the 
agreement  with  the  understanding  that  when 
he  moved  out,  the  unit  will  be  in  the  same 
condition,  minus  reasonable  wear  and  tear. 

Should  the  tenants  have  destroyed  prop- 
erty during  their  stay,  they  would  be  reported 
to  DSS.  who  in  turn  would  send  an  investiga- 
tor to  confirm  the  damage.  The  offender 
would  be  put  on  a  list  to  be  kept  by  DSS 
shared  with  all  residential  hotel  building 
managers  indicating  the  tenant  had  not  remi- 
bursed  the  landlord  for  damage. 

This  would  prevent  the  offenders  from 


opportunity  to  give.  And  thus  can  arrive  the 
moment  that  lightens  our  day  or  night. 

Tommie  Walshe.  a  London-Irishman, 
while  visiting  this  City  of  Saint  Francis  in 
I  ^^0.  gave  something  to  every  street  beggar 
m  his  path.  He  had  discovered  the  truth  that 
it's  easier  to  give  than  not  give  and  thai  its 
reward  is  peace  of  mind. 

Children  who  are  encouraged  by  such  an 
example  to  give  feel  good  about  themselves. 
These  children  do  not  feel  the  futile  need  to 
waste  time  judging  who  among  the  needy 
and  the  desperate  are  deserving  or  undeserv- 
ing. 

Besides,  haven't  we  all,  at  limes,  been  less 
lhan  deserving  when  we  mshed  as  beggars  to 
our  friends,  lo  our  families,  to  the  store,  the 
for  ;<  bit  of  help?  Is 


Read  My  Lips! 

Communicy  CommcncaRy 

by  Stephen  Bingham, 
staff  attorney, 
San  Francisco  Neighborhood 
Legal  Assistance  Foundation 

Lost  in  the  extensive  coverage  of 
the  budget's  impact  on  public  safety 
and  education  was  what  will  surely  be 
its  greatest  impact  on  the  public:  the 
trailer  bill  (now  law)  permitting  counties 
to  reduce  already  meager  General 
Assistance  benefits  from  their  current 
level  of  62  percent  of  the  federal 
poverty  index  ($308)  to  40  percent  of 
that  index,  or  $220  a  month. 

This  shorl-sighted  bi-partisan 
decision  is  not  merely  inhumane. 
Minimum  rents  for  a  single  room  in 
most  urban  areas  of  the  state  exceed 
$200;  in  San  Francisco,  the  average 
median  monthly  rent  is  $400.  Conse- 
quently, thousands  of  individuals  now 
able  to  precariously  balance  their 
meager  budgets  will  be  evicted  onto 
the  streets  and  join  the  already  intoler- 
ably large  homeless  population. 
Politicians  will  then  wring  their  hands  at 
the  "homeless  problem"  which  won't  go 
away  and  their  constituents  will  cry  out 
for  more  police  to  prevent  so-called 
aggressive  panhandling. 


The  secrecy  with  which  this  trailer 
bill.  SB  1033,  was  pushed  through  the 
legislature  is  shameful.  The  City's  own 
lobbyist  in  Sacramento  was  unaware  it 
was  even  being  considered  until  the 
day  before.  Needless  to  say,  such 
secrecy  prevented  any  testimony  that 
its  passage  would  create  a  huge 
increase  in  homelessness. 

The  debate  which  should  have 
preceded  a  vote  on  this  trailer  bill 
would  have  discussed  the  impact  of 
increased  homelessness  on  the 
crumbling  health  care  system,  public 
safety  and  the  economy  itself.  A  recent 
UCLA  study  concluded  that  taking 
money  from  consumers — and  poor 
people  are  people  who  consume  at 
100  percent  of  whatever  income  they 
have — will  continue  to  drag  down  the 
state  economy.  The  report  concluded 
that  the  cuts  would  have  significant 
"economic  and  psychological  conse- 
quences.... It  took  15  years  of  govern- 
ment initiative  and  a  historic  recession 
to  do  it.  but  government  in  California  is 
finally  breaking  down."  SF  Chronicle. 
June  24. 

Instead  of  meaningful  debate, 
Speaker  Willie  Brown  charactenzed 
the  scrambling  among  counties  for 
preferential  treatment  under  the  $2.6 
billion  takeback  from  local  govern- 
ments as  "greed  without 
bounds. "Amazing.  San  Francisco's 


own  representative  in  Sacramento 
should  be  ashamed  that  he  has  so  little 
understanding  of  how  the  failure  of 
state  policies  over  which  he  has  so 
much  control  have  contributed  to  the 
bankrupt  state  of  California's  cities. 
The  irresponsibility  of  the  Governor 
and  the  Legislature  is  total.  The 
ultimate  costs  on  local  and  state 
governments  is  so  much  greater  than 
the  savings  effected  that  there  is  no 
rational  way  to  explain  such  a  vote.  It  is 
truly  a  squandering  of  public  funds. 
Just  ask  the  administrator  of  any 
hospital  about  the  daily  costs  of  caring 
for  the  astounding  array  of  medical 
problems  of  the  homeless  population. 
One  of  my  clients,  denied  a  simple 
hotel  voucher,  slept  on  the  streets.  His 
wounded  arm  became  infected, 
resulting  in  a  five-night  stay  in  S.F. 
General  Hospital  because  he  needed 
costly  skin  graft  surgery.  Is  that  smart 
economics? 

It  is  truly  astonishing  that  this  year's 
budget  debate  once  again  included  no 
serious  consideration  of  increasing 
taxes  on  those  who  truly  can  pay.  The 
Internal  Revenue  Service  reported  in 
July  that,  because  of  extensive  loop- 
holes. 779  rich  couples  and  individuals 
earning  $340  million  paid  NO  federal 
income  tax!  Since  state  tax  loopholes 
generally  mirror  federal  ones,  those  in 
this  group  who  live  in  California 


certainly  paid  no  state  taxes. 

Those  whose  income  and  wealth 
skyrocketed  for  over  a  decade  are  left 
completely  untouched  in  the  name  of 
not  discouraging  business  investment. 
Those  with  money  continue  to  deduct 
$50  "business  lunches".  The  wealthy 
promised  that,  through  supply-side 
economics,  they  would  invest  the  $80 
billion  enjoyed  as  annual  tax  giveaways 
on  jobs.  Instead,  they  took  800.000  jobs 
out  of  the  California  economy  in  the  last 
three  years. 

We  are  left  with  two  taxes:  the 
extension  of  the  half-cent  sales  tax — 
indisputably  the  most  regressive  of  all 
taxes — and  the  repeal  of  the  renters' 
tax  credit.  One  could  hardly  find  two 
more  direct  ways  to  make  the  poor  pay 
once  again. 

The  chickens  are  coming  home  to 
roost  in  this  year's  city  budget  fiasco  as 
well.  Regretfully,  the  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors  is  making  similar 
choices  by  refusing  to  raise  the  taxes  of 
those  who  can  afford  them  while 
threatening  health  cuts  by  Chnstmas  if 
a  sates  tax  is  not  increased  just  before 
Thanksgiving. 

If  these  politics  continue,  the  Gover- 
nor may  certainly  be  right:  we  may 
need  lots  more  police  and  $400  million 
for  new  prisons  just  to  protect  us  from 
ourselves. 


Editors*  Notes 


SHOP TALK 

It  is  exciting  to  start  publication 
again  after  a  two-month  break  that 
has  allowed  the  Times  to  put  together 
a  strategy  for  long-time  survival. 

The  Times  is  working  on  strength- 
ening its  economic  base  in  the  com- 
munity— through  advertising  and  sub- 
scriptions. 

You  can  help  by  subscribing  and 
getting  others  to  subscribe,  too. 

During  the  hiatus,  we  have  also  put 
together  a  year-long  editorial  plan 
that  roughly  maps  out  the  focus  of 
future  issues 


Tenderloin — women  who  are  some- 
how just  a  little  too  beautiful,  who 
sparkle,  bedazzle  or  who  look  female 
but  seem  male  somehow. 

Although  they  are  very  visible,  in 
many  ways  they  are  an  invisible  part 
of  our  community.  They  are 
transgendered  people — a  whole  world 
that  has  been  opened  up  to  us  through 
our  reporting  on  them. 

They  are  women,  who  remember 
as  a  mere  child  that  they  felt  trapped 
in  the  wrong  body  as  if  unjustly  im- 
prisoned. What  we  see  in  the  story  on 
transgendered  people  raising  Iheirpo- 


liticai  voice  on  page  10  is  how  they 
broke  out  of  that  prison. 

In  many  ways  their  struggles  are 
universal.  They  are  striving  for  ac- 
ceptance, but  perhaps  they  are  the 
eroup  least  able  to  win  acceptance, 
leading  one  AIDS  activist  to  call  them 
the  "minority  of  all  minorities." 

One  of  the  places  that  docs  accept 
many  of  them  is  The  Motherlode.  a 
popular  show  bar.  which  we  feature 
on  page  1 1 . 

We  chose  to  focus  on  them  be- 
cause they,  like  so  many  o*"  "s  here, 
are  the  forgotten,  dismissed,  and  ridi- 


culed ones. 

And  now  they  are  saying  "No  more.* 
We're  hoping  that  message — 'No 
More' —  will  come  across  loud  and 
clear  to  the  people  in  City  Hall  who 
shut  down  the  programs  and  cut  the 
services  that  many  of  us  rely  on. 

In  the  front  page  story,  we  outline 
how  the  City  is  holding  hostage  the 
public  health  system  of  this  city  in 
order  to  blackmail  voters  to  approve 
a  regressive  sales  tax  rather  than  hav- 
ing the  moral  backbone  to  ask  Down- 
town to  pay  its  share. 


Loin 
Chops 


News  Briefs 


A  Vigil  lo  Mourn  the  Disappeared:  Walking  in  silence,  at  least  32  women  marched 
July  14  outside  St.  Mary's  soaring  cathedral  as  mayors  met  inside  to  confer  over 
homelessness  and  hunger.  Holding  photos  of  homeless  people  who  are  dying  for  lack 
of  services  and  care — and  those  threatened  by  impending  cuts — the  walk  was  meant  as 
a  dramatic  statement  by  the  Tenderloin  Self  Help  Center  (TSHC)  about  San  Francisco's 
commitment  to  its  needy.  Eighteen-year-old  Sarah  Hassman.  an  intern  at  St.  Anthony, 
said  she  was  marching  in  the  "Women  in  Black"  protest  because  "rm  very  angry  and 
upset  about  what's  going  on  in  this  country  and  I  wanted  to  come  out  with  others  who 
are  angry  and  upset."  Seventy-year-old  Mary  Lee  Morris,  a  volunteer  at  St.  Anthony 
agreed:  "1  don't  feel  there  should  be  so  many  homeless  people." 


Mayors'  Conference  Boycotted 


What  if  you  threw  a  conference  on 
homelessness  and  nobody  came? 

Protests,  picketing,  all-night  vigils  and  an 
allemalive  conference  across  the  street  from 
City  Hall  reduced  the  number  of  mayors 
attending  the  U.S^^^^a^ii^^^iMayors' 


A  Spiritual  Uplift 


by  Reuben  Anderson 

Inside  the  newly  opened  Tenderloin  Com- 
munity Church  at  385  Eddy  Street,  the  chairs 
are  arranged  in  a  semi-circle,  facing  a  table 
covered  with  white  linen.  Behind  the  table, 
hangs  across  made  out  of  dried  tree  branches. 
The  church  walls  are  painted  a  bright  wliite. 
which  gives  the  cross  a  look  of  ancient 
artwork  against  the  creamy  white  walls.  There 
is  no  pulpit  nor  preaching  at  this  church — 
just  open  discussion  about  the  bible  and 
community  services  like  alcohol  anonymous 
groups. 

In  this  serene  haven,  about  a  dozen  people 
have  been  meeting  since  the  San  Francisco 
Network  Ministries  opened  this  storefront 
church  in  May. 

"I  hope  the  church  will  become  a  place 
for  people  lo  talk  about  their  lives  and  a 
sanctuary  from  everyday  pressures,  because 
many  of  the  senior  citizens  and  homeless 


people's  voices  are  not  heard  in  the  Tender- 
loin community."  said  Tom  Nonn.  a  Presby- 
terian chaplain  who  works  with  San  Fran- 
cisco Network  Ministries  visiting  people  with 
AIDS  ai  the  Ambassador  hotel  on  Mason  St. 

San  Francisco  Network  Ministries'  Rev. 
Glenda  Hope  said,  "the  Tenderloion  Com- 
munity Church  hopes  to  bring  a  spiritual  up- 
lift to  the  community."  She  says  that  with  this 
new  location,  the  Network  will  offer  more 
services.  Before  they  opened  up  at  this  store- 
front, they  were  meeting  in  the  ballroom  of 
the  Cadillac  Hotel  for  years. 

Their  Listening  Post  and  Reading  Room 
will  offer  reading  and  music  listening  Mon- 
day through  Friday,  t  to  2:30.  Wednesday's 
"Circles  of  Hope"  will  provide  a  worship 
service  from  11:45  lo  12  and  lunch  and 
disussionfrom  l2to  I  p.m.  An  alcohol  anony- 
mous recover)'  group  is  held  Monday  at  5 
p.m.  and  Narcotics  Anonymous  meetings  are 
Thursday  at  5  p.m. 


Aggressive  Panhandling 
Law:  Nothing  But  a  Bust 


After  six  months  since  Prop  J,  the 
agressive  panhandling  law,  took  effect,  35 
panhandlers  have  been  arrested,  half  of  them 
for  multiple  charges,  according  lo  police 
records.  All  of  them  have  been  dismissed  by 
the  District  Attorney's  office,  making  Prop  J 
an  "unenforceable"  law.  according  to  ACLU 
lawyer  John  Crew,  as  civil  rights  and  home- 
less advocates  contended  during  last  year's 
election  before  it  was  passed  by  a  57  percent 
majority. 

And  even  Deputy  Chief  of  Police  Tho- 
mas Petrini  has  decided  to  stop  any  special 
enforcement  efforts  in  order  to  "work  on 
higher  priority  issues,"  according  to  a  recent 
memo  he  sent  to  Chief  of  Police  Anthony 


Ribera. 

The  memo  was  sent  after  450  police  hours 
were  spent  targeting  Powell  and  Market 
streets.  Union  Square.  Geary  Boulevard,  and 
Taylor  and  Eddy  streets  in  a  special  day-and- 
night  undercover  operation  with  hidden  video 
cameras,  decoys,  unmarked  cars,  and  bullet- 
proof vests. 

Another  memo  reported  that,  despite  find- 
ing "there  are  panhandlers  everywhere,"  that 
"very  few  aggressive  solicitors  are  in  these 
areas." 

Deputy  Chief  Petrini  concluded  to  Chief 
Ribera  in  his  memo  that  "we  put  a  major 
(original  italics)  effort  into  trying  to  do  this 
right.  The  results  are  negligible." 

— Josh  Brandon 


Neighborhood  Groups  Tap 


I  lit-  jriisi  L.IIKC  HoJl^cs  ji  uurk. 


Phoio  El<  Bishop 


The  Fire  From  Within 

Silling  ul  a  long  table  sculpting  a  parrot  out  of  clay  is  Lance  Hodges,  a  43  year-old  native 
Philadelphian  who  does  paintings,  drawings,  pottery,  and  sculptures  at  the  Tenderloin's 
artisans  workshop  at  Hospitality  House. 

Hodges  is  one  ol  the  Tenderloin's  rising  artists.  One  of  his  pieces  "The  Marble  Shooter." 
a  clay  statute  of"  a  boy  shooting  marbles  inspired  from  his  childhood  memories,  fetched  $M5 
al  the  Stephen  Wirtz  Gallery  at  the  Hospitality  House  Art  Auction  last  spring. 

One  of  his  laslest  masterpieces,  a  conspicuous  "Goddess  of  the  Sun,"  brings  fire  into  his 
eyes  when  he  speaks  about  it.  "She  conlrols  the  fire  in  the  body.  air.  and  the  universe."  said 
Hodges  of  his  work. 

Hodges  was  one  of  the  more  than  50  featured  artists  at  Hospitality  House's  8th  Annual 
"Art  Hits  the  Streets"  Festival  that  brought  song,  dance  and  scores  of  children  spilling  onto 
Leavenworth  Street  between  Turk  and  Ellis  streets  on  July  31. 

Like  the  Tenderloin  itself,  the  performing  arts  talent  lined  up  for  the  festival  formed  a 
mosaic  of  diversity.  Rose  Resnick  Center  Quartet.  9-year-old  Lao  dancer  Wendy  Thong, 
quirky  performance  artist  Dee  Russell  and  the  Moses  Dixon  Quintet  filled  the  day  with  jazz! 
outrageous  monologue,  and  the  tinny  sounds  of  Laotian  music. 

— Reuben  Anderson 

Hospitality  House  Earns 
'Exemplary  Homeless  Program* 


The  Mayor's  Office  nominated  Hospital- 
ity House  as  the  best  national  homeless  pro- 
gram in  an  application  to  the  U.S.  Confer- 
ence of  Mayors  for  model  programs. 

The  Cily  cited  the  broiui  ninge  of  pro- 
grams Hospiialiiy  lloi 


month  period.  Hospitality  House's  Youth 
Department's  street  outreach  and  a  daily  lunch 
program  attract  more  than  500  teenagers  to 
the  program  annually.  100  of  whom  have 
lived  in  its  residential  program.  Six  months 


Mayor  of  the  Tenderloin' 
Receives  Honorary  Degree 


Leroy  Looper 


For  some  people,  a  certain  respect  and 
dignity  from  people  comes  as  easily  to  them 
as  a  smile.  For  others,  that  same  feeling  by 
others  is  earned  through  living  many  life- 
times in  one  life. 

Leroy  Looper  earned  his  the  hard  way. 

Leroy,  known  on  the  concrete  sidewalks 


and  asphalt  streets  of  the  Tenderloin  as  well 
as  the  polished  marble  halls  of  City  Hall  as 
the  "Mayor  of  the  Tenderloin",  was  honored 
this  past  spring  as  he  gave  the  commence- 
ment speech  lo  639  graduating  seniors  and 
5.000  of  their  family  members  and  friends  at 
Saint  Michael's  College  in  Vermont  after  he 
accepted  an  honorary  Doctor  of  Laws  degree 
presented  to  him. 

The  school  cited  his  ceaseless  work  on 
urban  problems.  They  noted  his  founding  of 
effective  programs — Reality  House  East, 
Reality  House  West  in  the  Tenderloin  (both 
drugrchabccnter%).Chateau  Agape,  (a  board- 
and-care  facility  for  schizophrenics  in  the 
Mission  District,  known  as  the  best  in  the 
state),  the  Cadillac  Hotel,  (the  Tenderloin- 
based  1 59-room  residential  facility  for  home- 
less people  and  the  elderiy.  and  Youthbuikl. 
San  Francisco  (a  leadership  training,  youth- 
saving  inner  city  program.) 

Said  the  trustees  of  Saint  Michael's  Col- 
lege. "For  all  that  you  have  accomplished:  for 
bearing  w  itness  to  the  truth,  your  uncompro- 
mising leadership,  for  your  advocacy  on  be- 
half of  the  mentally  ill  and  the  poor,  for  your 
devotion  to  the  youth  of  this  nation,  and 
especially  for  your  love  and  tireless  efforts  to 
uplift  and  bring  dignity  to  your  fellow  citi- 
zens. Saint  Michael's  College  is  proud  to 
award  you,  Leroy  Branch  Looper.  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Laws.  Honons  Causa." 

— Josh  Brandon 


Bill  Stroud  was  co- 
chair  of  the 
Tenderloin  s  Crime 
.Abatement  Commiiiee 
and  a  509  Cultural 
Center  tx)ard  member. 
Stroud  died  June  30. 


Poor  Once  Again  on  Budget  Chopping  Block 


continued  from  page  I 

would  have  cut  about  $88  million  from 
DPH's  operating  budget,  which  would  have 
aiused  an  additional  loss  of  $22  million  in 
state  and  federal  monies.  The  cuts  would 
have  reduced  the  public  health  system  bud- 
get, when  adjusted  for  inflation,  to  less  than 
it  was  10  years  ago  just  before  the  AIDS 
crisis. 

Jordan  justified  the  devastating 
downsizing  in  his  budget  message,  saying 
"we  simply  can  no  longer  afford  (o  provide 
so  many  health  services  to  so  many  people." 
Jordan's  chilling  plan  would  have  forced  the 
city's  poor,  blue-collar  residents,  and  ethnic 
minorities  who  mostly  use  these  services  to 
live — or  die —  with  these  severe  cuts  by  his 
budget  axe: 

•San  Francisco  General  Hospital  (SFGH) 
would  have  had  65.000  fewer  outpatient  vis- 
its, affecting  1 5.000  people,  and  threatening 
its  probable  closing  by  next  year; 

•SFGH  would  have  cut  primary  care  to 
20.000  people  with  heart  disease,  diabetes, 
and  seizures,  conditions  leading  to  life-threat 
ening  situations  if  left  untreated: 

•SFGH's  AIDS  clinic  would  have  losi 
10,700  patient  visits  and  denied  any  service 
to  1 ,250  more; 

•half  of  all  the  mental  health  and  sub- 
stance abuse  programs  would  have  been 
slashed; 

•half  of  the  eight  community  health  clin- 
ics would  have  been  eliminated; 

•Psychiatric  Emergency  Services  would 
have  been  halved— losing  about  1,500  vis- 
its— leading  to  a  significant  increase  of  se- 
verely mentally  ill  people  on  the  streets; 

•eliminating  all  free  prescribed  medica- 
tion tor  up  to  5.000  indigents;  and, 

•Laguna  Honda  Hospital  would  have  lost 
300  hospital  beds. 

Joel  Ventresca.  president  of  the  Coalition 
of  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  and  a  bud- 
get analyst  for  the  San  Francisco  Airport, 
bluntly  slated.  "City  Hall  is  trying  to  balance 
the  budget  on  the  backs  of  the  poor,  the 
residaits,  and  the  small  business  commu- 
nity." 

But  weeks  of  freiuM^^H^^bv  health 


If  the  .sales  tax  fails  to  pass,  the  city's 
health  system  will  simply  collapse.  Jeff  Jiu, 
directorof  DPH's  Division  of  Mental  Health, 
Substance  Abuse  and  Forensics.  said,  "In 
reality,  all  these  restorations  are  cuts  that 
have  just  been  postponed  for  six  months." 

Ventresca  blasted  the  Board's  budget  de- 
cision, explaining  that  in  funding  the  largest 


department  in  the  city  for  only  six  months. 
Board  supervisors  had  perpetrated  a  fraud. 
adding  ihat  "now  they're  tryina  to  blackmail 


by  Supervisor  Terence  Hallinan.  was  to  in- 
crease the  payroll  tax  on  the  city's  biggest 
businesses  from  1.5  to  1.7  percent,  which 
was  expected  to  raise  about  $20  million  in 
revenues.  Hallinan's  proposal  received  no 
support,  a  fate  shared  by  Migden's  proposal 
for  a  Fire  Assessment  District,  also  projected 
to  raise  a  similar  $20  million.  Supervisor  Sue 


Alfred  Sellers, 
former  director 
of  the  Tender- 
loin Detox 
Program, 
stands  in  front 
of  the  doors 
that  before 
day's  end  he 
closed  for  the 
last  time.  The 
Tenderloin's 
only  detox 
program  for 
crack  addicts— 
which  helped 
as  many  as  75 
people  per 
month— was 
the 

Tenderloin's 
first  casualty 
of  the  city's 
budget  cuts. 


Photo:  Jennifer  Cheel^ 


Biennan's  proposal  of  a  Transit  Assessment 
District,  which  would  have  collected  close  to 

S50  niiliinn  from  downlnwn  nrr »nerli.'_Q\i.' 


received  about  $2  million  in  campaign  con- 
tributions from  its  members — closely  on 
budget  matters  and  is  staffed  almost  exclu- 
sively with  representatives  from  the  down- 
town community. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Busi- 
ness Coalition  and  the  Committee  on  Jobs,  a 
business  lobbying  group,  have  campaigned 
heavily  for  a  permanent  shrinkage  of  social 
services  the  city  provides.  Rhea  Serpan.  presi- 
dent of  the  San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and  a  member  of  MFAC's  executive 
board,  states  continually  that  "the  city  must 
learn  to  live  within  its  means."  a  view  that  is 
echoed  by  many  in  the  business  community. 

However,  there  are  some  in  the  business 
community  who  are  concerned  about  the 
levels  of  severed  services  and  their  adverse 
effecLs  on  the  city's  business  environment. 

Straight  talk  from  Jordan-appointee  Arthur 
Jackson,  president  of  the  Public  Health  Com- 
mission and  a  1 0-year  member  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  in  many  meetings  with 
businesses  andcommuniiy  groups  since  June 
i  played  a  crucial  role  in  the  tmai  budget. 

At  one  meeimg  with  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, he  pointed  out  that  if  they  thought 
Market  Street  was  bad  for  business  now. 
Jordan's  proposed  cuts  to  public  health  would 
easily  triple  the  problem,  making  Market 
Street  look  like  a  "war  zone."  He  reminded 
them  that  any  prudent  business  would  rather 
spend  a  little  now  rather  than  paying  much 
more  later,  and  persuasively  argued  that  they 
needed  to  see  restoring  the  health  cuts  as  an 
investment  of  taxes  that  would  protect  their 
future  business  growth. 

His  barnstorming  within  the  business  com- 
munity.along  with  thai  of  others  who  grasped 
what  the  cuts  would  mean  to  them,  sparked 
some  timely  support  among  the  supervisors 
struggling  with  their  constituencies. 

The  Future?  Whal  Fulure"? 

As  Tenderloin  residents  and  activists  look 
toward  the  future,  their  crystal  balls  are 
clouded  with  a  difficult  set  of  choices. 

Faced  with  a  potentially  devastating  loss 
of  health  services  in  six  months  or  with  the 
-lax  that  harms  neonlc 


Doing  Business  in  the  Loin 

The-^ott  orrr-Line-  - 


bv  Abbv  Nixon 


Welcome  to  The  Tenderloin  Times'  new 
business  column.  In  this  section,  we  will 
bring  vital  information  to  the  established 
Tenderloin  business  community  as  well  as  to 
aspiring  entrepreneurs  looking  to  start  busi- 
nesses in  the  TL.  We  will  also  spotlight 
success  stories  to  show  how  businesses  have 
survived  here  and  also  prospered. 

The  Tenderloin  is  home  lo  948  storefront 
businesses,  many  of  them  small  family-owned 
operations.  Despite  the  rough-and-tumble 
reputation  of  the  Tenderloin.  Ihey  have  made 
a  home  and  an  entrepreneurial  outpost  ot 
storefronts  here  and  comprise  the  base  upon 
which  any  future  economic  growth  for  the 
Tenderloin  can  begin. 

The  Warning  Si^jn  Syndrome 

For  years,  the  Tenderloin  has  been  an 
Isolated  and  ignored  island  in  San  Francisco's 
tourist  industry.  "Beware  of  the  Tenderloin" 
is  the  daily  byword  given  by  luxury  hotel 
clerks,  waiters,  and  the  other  busmesses  cir- 
cling the  Tenderloin  that  caler  to  the  lucra- 
tive tourist  trade.  They  act  as  "bodyguards" 
pointing  anywhere  but  toward  the  Tender- 
loin as  a  place  lo  ^pend  their  vacation  and 
convention  dollars.  You  won't  find  the  Ten- 
derloin on  most  tourist  maps  and  it  is  cer- 
tainly not  on  any  must-see  itinerary  hst, 

But.  despite  these  obstacles,  one  tourist 
hotel  — the  Verona  Hotel  at  Leavenworth 
and  Eddy  streets — is  jam-packed  with  guests 
even  though  it  is  smack  dab  in  the  middle  of 
the  Tenderloin.  This  part  of  the  Leavenworth 
ci>rridor  is  beginnmg  to  si/zle  with  new  busi- 
ness activity  thai  has  a  distinctive  Southeast 
Asian  flavor — the  ethnic  restaurants.  t1sh 
market  and  coffee  shops  there  are  always 
busy. 

And  now  a  new  neighbor  next  door  to  the 
Verona  Hotel  Is  booming  with  business  that 
isspillingoverfromthe  Verona  Hotel:  World 
Wide  Travel,  which  provides  travel  service 
lo  Asia  and  right  now  is  doing  a  brisk  busi- 
ness sending  people  to  Viet  Nam. 

Located  in  the  Tenderloin  on  Ellis  Street 
for  the  last  three  years.  World  Wide  Travel 
just  moved  to  321  Leavenworth,  next  to  the 


On  the  other  side  of  the  street,  at 
Leavenworth  and  Turk,  is  the  new  deli  ABC 
Foods.  Owner  Sabha  Othman  worked  for 
years  through  Local  2  for  the  likes  of  the 
Holiday  Inn,  the  St  Francis  and  the  Hlllon 
dt>ing  everything  from  bussing  tables,  wash- 
ing dishes  and  serving  food.  She  said  she 
learned  how  to  cook  the  homemade  foods 


getting  city  services,  so  we'll  put  our  taxes  In 
an  escrow  account  until  wc  get  the  services 
we  are  due." 

More  businesses  wanting  more  action  on 
their  needs  should  be  joining  The  Concerned 
Business  persons  (tf  the  Tenderloin.  They 
meet  every  Tuesday  between  10  a.m.  and  1 1 
a.m.  at  the  William  Penn  Hotel.  1 60  Eddy  St. 
Among  its  members  are  James  Brady, 
project  manager  of  Chinese  Community 
Housing  Corporation  and  the  new  incom- 
ing president,  and  private  developer  Art 
Evans  whose  company  joined  m  partnership 
with  Catholic  Charities  lo  build  1 38  units  of 


she  now  makes  at  her  new  store  by  watching 
how  her  former  employers  conducted  their 
business.  Her  deli  offers  homemade  salads, 
barbecued  chicken  and  sandwiches. 

A  few  blocks  away  is  another  new  com- 
mercial complex  along  the  Eddy  Street  cor- 
ridor between  Taylor  and  Mason  streets.  The 
Eddy  Street  Marketplace  has  opened  up  with 
its  first  group  of  tenants:  the  Kiallo  Cafe, 
Your  Black  Muslim  Bakery  and  the 
EXITheatre.  A  future  issue  will  spotlight 
the  people  who  do  business  there.  The  Mar- 
ketplace is  spearheaded  by  the  Chinese  Com- 
munity Housing  Corporation  with  a  SSOO.CKK) 
federal  grant  from  the  Department  of  Hous- 
ing and  Urban  Development.  Across  (he  street 
is  Club  181,  an  upscale  jazz  club  attracting 
limos  and  lines  m  the  evenings.  Across  the 
way,  a  soul  food  kitchen  is  opening  up  in 
mid-August  that  will  be  on  the  cofner  of 
Eddy  and  Taylor  streets. 

fnoii(;hi.senoi)c,h; 

Forty-two  Tenderloin  businesses  have 
signed  a  letter  asking  Mayor  Jordan  for  in- 
creased police  presence  and  a  meeting.  They 
want  more  plainclothes  policemen  to  help 
stem  the  public  crime  along  Leavenworth 
Street  between  Turk  and  Ellis  streets. 

If  the  group  doesn't  get  anywhere  with  the 
mayor.  Tenderloin  property  owner  Paul 
Boschetti  is  ready  to  propose  a  business  and 
property  lax  boycott.  "Let  the  police  step 


family  housing  at  1 1 1  Jones  Street,  among 
others  who  actively  seek  a  belter  business 
environment  for  Tenderloin  merchants. 
FYI 

Bank  of  Canton  of  California,  the  Xth 

largest  bank  in  San  Francisco  with  assets  of 
$900  million  and  serving  ihe  Bay  Area  com- 
munity since  1937.  has  dropped  its  fixed 


interest  rate  effective  July  1  on  Visa  and 
MasterCard  accounts  lo  12.9  percent — this 
at  a  time  when  most  major  banks  are  still 
offering  rates  of  1  KVr  or  higher.  The  card  Is 
ranked  by  the  national  consumer  newsletter 
CardTrak  as  among  the  "Best  In  the  West". 
Its  annual  Ice  remains  at  $15.  For  you  mer- 
chants and  professionals,  the  Bank  of  Canton 
does  carr>'  Visa  and  MasterCard  merchant 
accounts.  Also,  as  an  incentive  to  "Buy 
American",  the  Bank  of  Canton  offers  a 
special  interest  rate  discount  to  buyers  of 
American-made  cars.  Call  .^62-4100andask 
ft)r  the  Credit  Card  or  Loan  department  for 
more  information. 

The  Business,  Science  &  Documents 
Department  at  the  San  Francisco  Main 
Public  Library  has  created  a  new  ■"Small 
Business"  reference  section  featuring  startup 
books,  directories,  business  publications  and 
other  helpful  material. 

Improve  your  bottom  line  by  attending 
a  workshop  culled  "Small  Business  Plan- 
ningand  Financing  in  San  Francisco"  spon- 
sored and  taught  by  Asian,  Int.,  a  private 
non-profit.  It  will  be  held  on  Friday,  August 
13,  1993.  between  I  -  2  p.m.  Admission  is 
free.  The  seminar  is  at  Asian.  Inc..  1670  Pine 
Street.  San  Francisco.  Call  Grace  at  (415) 
928-5910  for  reservations — sealing  Is  lim- 
ited, so  call  early. 

— Tom  Ptiieo  l  onirihuted  to  this  column 


G.A.  Fingerprinting:  A 
Political  Fraud? 


by  Josh  Brandon 

City  Hall  is  playing  the  hardball  politics 
of  perception  with  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
over  the  healed  issue  ot  General  Assistance 
(GA)  fraud — and  it  may  ultimately  be  de- 
cided by  the  voters  in  November. 

Jim  Wunderman.  the  Mayor's  Chief  of 
Administration,  has  threatened  the  Board 
that  if  they  do  not  approve  a  Department  of 
Social  Services  (DSS)- proposed  ordinance 
to  fingerprint  people  on  GA.  the  Mayor  will 
place  the  measure  on  ihe  November  ballot. 

The  controversial  program  is  described 
by  critics  as  a  prime  example  of  how  mis- 
placed priorities  and  politics  waste  city  lax 
dollars  al  a  time  when  the  city  is  facing  its 
worst  Tiscul  crisis. 

While  Mayor  Jordan  is  forcmg  DSS  to 
close  shelters  and  emergency  housing  in  ho- 
tels, to  cut  supportive  services,  and  to 
underfund  entitlements,  he  also  wants  to 
gamble  a  million  dollars  over  five  years  on 
Ihe  fingerprint  fraud  prevention  program. 

GA  advocates  point  out  thai  DSS  General 
Manager  Brian  Cahill  is  on  record  as  admit- 
ting thai  DSS  has  no  way  to  find  how  much 
money  would  be  saved  and  (hat  he  has  pub- 
licly given  in  media  interviews  and  public 
testimony  contlicting  estimates  of  savings 
ranging  from  $600.(H)0  to  $3  million. 

A  TcmJerloin  Tjmc.v  analysis  of  G  A  fraud, 
based  on  figures  found  in  the  December. 
1992  Budget  Analyst  report  on  DSS's  only 
fraud  program,  the  Fraud  Early  Detection 
Program  (FRED),  has  determined  thai  Ihe 
incidence  ol  fraud  is  less  than  one  percent  for 
all  GA  recipients  and  what  fraud  exists  costs 
Ihe  cily  less  than  half  of  one  percent  of  its 
city-funded  GA  grant  payments. 

The  report  also  poinisout  that  since  FRED 
began  over  three  years  ago  in  February.  1 990. 
it  still  has  not  realized  the  savings  in  GA 
payments  estimated  by  DSS  for  its  first  year. 

Cahill  testified  before  the  Board's  Eco- 
nomic Viiality  and  Social  Policy  Committee 
on  July  27  that  "•the  real  reason  for  this 
program  is  to  save  cutting  the  GA  gram 
level"  of  $345  a  month  to  the  city's  13.000 
GA  recipicniv 


that  is  Jordan's  purpose. 

Stephen  Bingham,  staff  attorney  for  the 
San  Francisco  Neighborhood  Legal  Assis- 
tance Foundation,  contends  that  Ihe  Jordan 
and  DSS  have  created  Ihc  perception  that  GA 
fraud  exists  by  inaccurately  claiming  thai  as 
much  as  $3  million  could  be  saved  if  the 
Board  approves  GA  fingerprinting. 

"This  is  also  a  civil  rights  issue."  Bingham 
argued  in  his  committee  testnnony.  adding 
thai  "this  would  be  the  first  lime  an  entitle- 
ment program  in  San  Francisco  would  be 
subject  to  fingerprinting." 

Most  of  Ihe  fingerprint  opponents  feared 
that  many  eligible  people  would  refuse  to  be 
fingerprinted,  despite  DSS's  plan  to  exempt 
the  mentally  ill  and  physically  disabled. 

DSS  social  worker  Elva  Cross-Garrett 
said.  "I  see  Ihe  more  severely  disabled  GA 
clients  and  most  of  them  have  a  lot  of  fear  and 
little  trust  or  confidence  in  any  agency." 

"I  think  the  most  needy  will  drop  out 
because  it  strips  my  clients  of  their  respect 
and  dignity  because  they  become  a  potential 
fraud  suspect."  she  said. 

Supervisor  Willie  Kennedy,  committee 
chairperson,  opposed  the  ordinance,  slating 
that  "people  refusing  fingerprinting  may  end 
up  robbing  and  stealing  to  live,  but  it  would 
cost  the  city  as  much  lo  incarcerate  them  for 
one  day  as  they  would  receive  for  a  week  on 
GA." 

"When  people  are  poor,  they  are  already 
treated  like  dirt."  she  said. 

The  committee  voted  2-1  to  recommend 
Ihe  ordinance  to  Ihe  Budget  Commiliee  be- 
cause it  had  a  fiscal  impact. 

DSS  had  hoped  ii  would  go  directly  be- 
fore the  full  Board  within  a  week  to  become 
a  fully-funded  line  item  in  the  city's  budget 
thai  legally  must  be  finished  by  August  20. 

The  fingerprinting  plan  is  now  in  ihe  DSS 
budget  as  a  poiential  $1.2  million  savings. 
General  Manager  Cahill  claims  that  if  the 
fingerpriniing  ordinance  authorizing  the  pro- 
gram is  not  passed  by  Ihe  Board,  the  budget 
would  be  underfunded  by  that  amount,  throw- 
ing it  further  in  the  red. 

Dana  Van  Gorder,  legislative  aide  to  Su- 
pen  isor  Mieden  whochairvthe  PudeeiCom- 
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A  Portrait  of  G.A.  Recipients 

•  Surprisingly,  50  families  were  on  G.A.  (between  July, 
1991  and  November.  1991) 

•  As  many  as  72  percent  of  the  G.A.  population  is  male 

•  15  percent  are  homeless 

•  74  percent  have  left  G.A.  after  1 9  months 

•  61  percent  are  unemployable  or  have 
SSI  applications  pending 

•  25  percent  have  permanent  physical  disabilities 

•  15  percent  have  mental  health  problems 

•  2.6  percent  are  refugees 

— Inter-office  memorandum  regarding  General  Assistance  to  DSS 
General  Manager.  January  8.  1992  

Birds  .  .  .  Bees  .  .  .  You  know 
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2.  Egg 

3.  Sex  diseases 

4.  Some  lovers 
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Inside  the  Red  Balloon  Squat 


By  Jason  Albertson,  Humes  Not  Jails 

fThi.\  report  wa.s  wnttvn  hy  one  of  the 
orii>inal  squatters  of  an  abandoned  building 
at  121!  Polk  Street  ow  ned  by  the  federal 
government.  It  i.s  written  in  a  deUherafe 
verbal  style  as  if  it  were  spoken  to  someone 
on  the  street.  —Editors) 

Yeah,  dis  da  skinny.  Homes  Not  Jails  has 
taken  ihis  tedcrally-owned  building  at  1211 
Polk  and  we've  had  it  now.  like  four  weeks, 
barricaded  inside.  Red  Balloon  House  we 
call  ii.  Red  Balloon  'cuz  when  we  look  it  over 
the  first  time,  like  in  November,  look  it  over 
m  the  ram.  during  the  Inauguration  ol  CI  inlon, 
Sara  couldn't  find  it  'cuz  we'd  graffilied  da 
address,  so  Gar  tied  a  red  balloon  ta  da  bus 
shelter  'n  sed.  look  fa  da  red  balloon.  Now 
you  don't  need  a  red  balloon  ta  find  it.  just 
look  for  the  sign  the  kidz  got  turned  on 
outside,  the  former  dirty  bookstore  sign  "n 
read  it  and  it'll  tell  ya.  Red  Balloon  House, 
pemianeni  housing  for  homeless  people. 

We  look  it  four  timez  before  it  stayed  took 
and  now  we've  been  in  almost  28  dayze. 
Think  this  means  anything?  The  Feds  own  it. 
the  Feds  which  don't  care  about  us.  about  the 
kidz,  about  anything  to  do  with  homelessness 
except  building  more  shelters.  The  Feds  con- 
fiscated it  from  the  owners  a  the  diny  book- 
store, confiscated  it  for  kiddie  pom  trans- 
ported acrost  state  lines  (like  Reno.  Nevada) 
and  then  da  DEA  busted  the  upstairs,  the 
apartments,  for  manufacture  of  speed  no 
less.  We  found  all  these  containers  of  lube 
and  dextrose  powder  down  inna  basement. 

OK,  so  we  went  in  on  da  1 4th  a  June.  Me 
'n  T.  busted  down  da  door  after  a  coupla 
attempts,  and  the  rest  came  in  after  with  the 
food  and  water  and  the  lumber.  We  nailed  up 
(he  doors  lighter  than  a  gnat's  butt,  settled 
down  and  listend  on  the  CB's  da  spotters  we 
had  up  and  down  the  street,  waiting  for  the 
Pigs  or  the  Feds. 

Da  next  day.  the  negotiations  began, 
people  going  over  ta  Rep  Pclosi's  office, 
talking  to  her,  the  Marshals,  the  press.  I  sed, 
no  way  am  I  going  to  talk  to  the  suits,  too 


Photo  Jenntler  Cheek 

Squatters  lake  over  a  federally  owned  building 
on  Polk  Street. 

Dawn  Daly.  Ji)hn  Mynan  wiih  iheir  son  An- 
thony joined  the  Homes  Not  Jails  protest  on  Polk 
Street  on  June  14. 

scared,  too  angry.  I'll  just  squat  right  here, 
thank  you.  We  had  the  Vigil  outside.  Food 
Not  Bombs  served  every  nile  there  for  a 
week.  The  press  came  and  talked  to  people 
in.side.  outside,  and  one  crazy  "Loin  Times 
editor  was  da  first  inside,  even  crawled  up  a 
drain  pipe  to  write  about  the  squat.  Now  it's 
not  a  squat,  now  we  got  a  home. 

Except  it  looks  like  they  are  gonna  kick  us 
out. 

They  talked,  we  talked.  They  sed  they'd 
sell  it  to  da  city  and  give  us  a  custodianship 
agreement  while  we  got  our  act  together  with 
a  nonprofit  who'd  front  da  liability  and  some- 
thing called  indemnification. 

That  seemed  like  all  the  Feds  were  wor- 
ried about,  the  money  end.  Ted  Dienstfry, 
head  a  the  Mayor's  Housing  Office,  climbed 
up  da  outside,  humping  the  drain  pipe. 


climbed  up  with  an  architect  and  looked  at 
the  building  and  sez.  ii  looks  fine,  we  could 
buy  this,  we  want  it  turned  into  da  CATS 
drug  treatment  place  or  Conard  House 
iranshilional  housing,  and  we  try  la  tell  him 
what  we  want,  our  vision,  a  free  house  on 
Polk  Street  for  the  kidz.  the  runaways,  the 
forgotten  unwanted  hustlers  with  streetlights 
in  Iheir  eyes.  Yeah,  they  call  me  a  romantic, 
but  wot  the  hell,  as  archie  said  to  mehitabel, 
wot  the  hell. 

Dienstfrey  didn't  buy  any  a  what  wc  were 
selling  and  laier  turned  around  and  started 
stabbing  us  in  the  backs  with  a  double-edged 
dagger,  sliding  it  in  wid  a  slow  'n  greezy 
move,  letting  us  run  da  ball  fora  while  before 
he  gave  a  yank  on  the  neck  tether  he  had  on 
us.  Bring'em  up  shon,  he  sez  to  Frank  in  a 
meeting  in  his  office  colored  gray  by  early 
San  Francisco  light,  can't  have  homeless 
people  taking  properly. 

So  he  wrote  the  Marshals  a  letter  asking 
ihem  to  dig  us  ouia  there  and  end  negotia- 
iions.  We  do  what  he  wants,  get  the  Vigil 
slopped,  bring  ihecamped  kidzoffa  the  street 
in  fronta  the  building,  clean  up  the  graffiti  in 
front  which  wuz  a  freedom  'n  homeless  wall 
mural  and  make  nize  so  da  Polk  Street  mer- 
chants and  other  homeful  sleeze  don't  be 
bumin'  down  his  phones  any  more.  We  do 
this,  and  he  writes  a  letter. 

Before  you  can  say  presto  magico.  damn 
if  negotiations  don't  come  ta  a  halt,  a  phone 
call  sez  ya  gotta  get  out  or  we  ll  take  you 
away,  break  down  da  door.  We  gonna  take 
you  out  and  count  yourself  lucky  if  ya  going 
down  ta  850  Bryant,  the  graybar  hotel,  you 
might  be  facing  Fed  time,  it's  da  old  heave 
ho. 

We  started  asking  why  negotiations 
stopped  and  they  won't  say.  Finally  we  found 
out  from  sympathetic  contacts  and  the  yel- 
low smear  sheet  the  Independent  (which  is 
part  and  parcel  of  the  Jordan  administration) 
that  Dienstfry  wrote  the  letter  and  Jordan 
signed  il  and  U.S.  Attorney  Howden  ex- 
ecuted it. 

Right — Jordan  is  hosting  a  U.S.  Confer- 
ence of  Mayors  on  Hunger  "n  Homelessness 
in  America  on  the  14th  one  month  after  our 
occupation  begins  and  he  is  sayin"  kick  the 
squatters  out.  They  are  going  to  buy  a 


$25().(M)()  building  for  like  $SO,(X)0  and  they 
want  us  out  after  we  did  what  they  call  the 
"siic  selection". 

Homes  Not  Jails  and  the  street  kidz  don't 
fit  into  the  treatment  world  they  want  for  the 
building  and  the  suits  want  us  out. 

Red  Balloon  house  meeting.  July  4.  Inde- 
pendence Day.  We  got  like  20  kidz  living 
here. clothes  underfoot,  pet  rais.  dogs,  andall 
the  rest.  We  decide — we  ain't  coming  out. 
Back  up  go  the  barricades.  Negotiations  get 
back  going  on  the  phones.calling  Rep  Pelosi. 
DC.  anyone  and  everyone  we  can  talk  lo. 

I  put  in  a  call  to  Janet  Reno,  but  she  didn't 
call  me  back. 

It  gets  down  to  the  4  p.m.,  the  deadline, 
and  no  boyz  in  blue,  nona  the  smooth  guyz  in 
windbreakers  with  Federal  Agent  stenciled 
across  the  back.  The  phone  calls  musta 
worked,  we  goi  them  held  off  (or  now.  The 
remainder  a  the  week,  we're  still  making 
phone  calls  and  we  get  back  from  Pelosi  that 
since  Jordan  didn't  get  the  Feds  to  kick  us  out 
right  away,  he  is  organizing  the  Polk  Street 
Merchants  to  call  on  Sen  Di-Fi  and  have  her 
pressure  the  Feds  to  take  us  out. 

And  that  is  where  it  rests,  boyz  'n  girlz  on 
the  streets.  The  Feds  would  like  to  give  us  the 
building  under  a  custodianship,  but  the  city, 
the  city  in  which  Jordan  promi.sed  to  "solve" 
homelessness.  is  trying  to  put  us  back  out  in 
da  street,  and  not  just  Homes  Not  Jails  but  the 
streetkidz,  the  ones  with  streetlights  in  their 
eyes  who  don't  have  to  hustle  anymore  now 
dat  they  gotta  home. 

I'll  tell  Jordan.  Dienstfry.  the  Marshals  'n 
anyone  else  listending— This  is  Red  Bal- 
loon, taken  by  Homes  Not  Jails.  We  ain't 
coming  out.  Deal  with  it.  If  you  think  Ihis  is 
the  only  building  wecan  squal.  think  about  it. 


(At  6  a.m.  on  Sunday,  two  days  after  this 
article  was  written,  si.x  federal  marshals 
backed  by  30  city  police  officers  walked 
through  the  unbarrlcaded  door  and  evicted 
1 2  squatters,  arresting  three  on  outstanding 
warrants  and  taking  one  juvenile  runaway  in 
custody.  The  other  homeless  youths  who 
lived  there  are  now  literally  back  on  the 
streets  of  Polk  Gulch  —Editors) 


Transgenders  Unite  to  Fight  for  Justice  and  Recognition 


by  Karen  Koenig 

A  hell  of  a  woman  is  what  I  am 
Cuz  /  wasn'l  satisfied         a  man. 
Thai's  ri^hi — I  irieJa  new  lype  of  hype. 
Slipped  on  a  dress  and  stepped  out  in  the 
night... 

I'm  the  queen  who's  really  a  guy 
Looking  like  a  wtmian.  feeling  like  a 
man. 

Living  my  life  the  best  I  can. 
—from  a  rap  by  K.  Brooks 

At  The  Motherlode.  ground-zero  of  the 
transsexual  and  iransvestiie  world  in  San 
Francisco,  the  feathers,  rhinestones.  and 
lace  amid  ihc  pumping,  sexy  beat  and  arti- 
ficial smoke  on  stage  bespeak  a  glamorous 
fantasy  world.  But  the  realities  of  life  for 
transgendered  people — a  term  that  includes 
crossdressers,  transsexuals,  transvestites, 
and  anyone  adventurous  enough  to  cross 
the  gender  line  —  can  be  harsh  indeed. 

Coping  with  discrimination  in  jobs  and 
housing.  lack  of  medical  care,  and  hale 
violence  is  anything  but  glitzy.  Bui 
transgendered  people  are  becoming  politi- 
cally active,  demanding  rights,  services, 
and  good  old-fashioned  R-E-S-P-E-C-T,  as 
ihe  Aretha  Franklin  song  says. 

Already  this  newfound  activism  is  be- 
ginning to  produce  results.  In  April,  the 
city 's  Human  RighlsCommission  appointed 
Kiki  Whillock  the  first  transgendered  per- 
son ever  to  sii  on  its  Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual 
Task  Force.  At  the  same  lime.  Transgender 
Nation  was  demonstrating  to  gei  the  Ameri- 
can Psychiatric  Association  to  remove 
transgenderism  from  its  list  of  menial  ill- 
nesses. In  June,  transgendered  advocates 
began  fighting  discrimination  against 
transgendered  women  in  the  city's  home- 
less shelters.  Meanwhile,  several  AIDS 
agencies  have  begun  hiring  transgendered 
people  as  counselors  to  reach  out  to  their 
own  communities.  And  soon,  advocates 
hope  to  curtail  what  ihey  say  is  police  abuse 
of  transgendered  people. 

Kiki  welcomes  this  newfound  limelight 
"because  wc  have  been  invisible  for  so 


Writing  the  Newest  Chapter  in  Civil  Rights 


consider  themselves  heterosexual,  while 
others  consider  themselves  homosexual. 

Because  laws  protecting  homo- 
sexuals are  based  on  choice  of  sex  partners, 
not  on  gender  identity,  Kiki  thinks  San 
Francisco  should  pass  laws  that  specifically 
protect  transgendered  people.  "Once  some- 
thing  becomes  law.  then  you  have  rights 
and  you're  covered."  she  says. 

A  petite  woman  with  long,  thick 
black  hair  and  a  quick  smile.  Kiki  began 
dressing  as  a  woman  full-timeafter  college, 
and  four  years  later,  in  1985.  had  sex 
change  surgery  with  Dr.  Stanley  Biber  in 
Trinidad.  Colorado. 

The  procedure  sounds  so  disturbing  that 
one  wonders  why  anyone  would  put  them- 
selves through  it.  and  many  transgenders 
are  content  to  take  hormones  without  ever 
having  sex-reassignmenl  surgery.  After 


empowered,  but  also  a  group  that's  here  to 
stay.'.'  Kiki  says  proudly. 

If  you  turned  up  the  volumeofKiki's 
type  of  advocacy  to  give  it  a  more  "in-your- 
face"  impact,  you  might  come  up  with  the 
activist  style  of  Christine  Tayleur.  Of  the 


work  with  the  transgender  community  in  the 
Tenderloin"  and  has  been  running  support 
groups  ever  since. 

The  most  troubling  issue  for  transgendered 
women  in  the  Tenderloin,  says  Christine,  is 
hate  violence.  "People  are  taught  to  hate  thai 


'7'/?7  tired  of  asking  the  right  people,  'Can  !  please 
have  the  right  to  exist?'  I'm  not  asking  anyone  for  rights. 
I'm  demanding  rights/' 

— Christine  Tayleur 


discrimination  and  abuse  that  transgendered 
people  have  endured,  she  says,  "We've  had 
enough,  we're  sick  and  damn  tired  of  it.  and 
we're  not  going  to  lake  it  any  more." 


Christine  Tayleur, 
member  of 
Transgender 
Nation  and  a 
counselor  at  the 
Tenderloin  Self 
Help  Cenier.  (2nd 
from  right)  and 
Ann  Ogbtim  (far 
right)  meet  some  of 
their  friends  in 
from  of  ilie 
Transgender  liui 
spot.  The 
Motherlode.  at 
Larkin  and  Post 
streets. 


which  is  different."  she  says. 

Greg  Merrill  of  Community  United 
Against  Violence  says,  "We  do  take  a  lot  of 
reports  of  transgendered  people  being  bashed 
or  attacked  in  the  city,  especially  in  the 
Tenderloin." 

Having  been  bashed  more  than  once  on 
the  street  herselt.  Christine  is  no  stranger  to 
reports  of  violence  against  other 
transgendered  women.  She  charges  that 
sometimes  those  doing  the  bashing  are  the 
police  themselves.  "Here  in  San  Francisco. 
I've  had  reports  (from  transgendered  women) 
that  the  cops  have  raped  ihem  in  Ihe  back  of 
police  cars." 

While  CUAV  does  not  have  specific  sta- 
tistics on  this  kind  of  charge,  Merrill  says, 
"I'm  certain  it  happens  with  more  frequency 
than  anyone  would  care  lo  admil." 

Has  Christine  taken  any  of  these  concerns 
to  the  Office  of  Citizen's  Complaints?  "The 
OCC  is  a  joke,"  she  contends.  "They  take 
your  complaint  and  then  nothing  ever  hap- 
pens." As  a  result.  Transgender  Nation  plans 
to  do  what  they  call  a  "cop  watch"  to  try  to 
document  police  abuses. 

Asked  for  his  response  to  charges  that 
police  had  beaten  or  raped  transgenders. 
Acting  Director  of  the  OCC  John  Parker  said 
"I  am  not  aware  of  any  specifically,  espe- 
cially sexual  assaults. ...We  investigate  re- 
gardless of  who  is  making  the  allegation"  of 
police  misconduct. 

Even  when  transgenders  are  attacked  by 
civilians,  reportini;  these  hale  crimes  to  the 


The  Transsender  Hotspot 


Diggin'  the  MotherLode 
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Lip  synching,  dancing  and  a  light  show  make  are  the  highlighis  of  a  nighl  al  The  Moiherlode. 


by  Allen  Malhis 

Every  Friday  and  Saturday  night,  a  fes- 
tive Mardi  Gras  sways  and  swells  (he  crowd 
at  The  Motherlode  Bar  to  a  sometimes  sexy, 
sometimes  moving. alwayscampy  drag  show. 

Flood  lights  greet  the  many-gendered  pa- 
Irons  at  the  entrance  at  Larkin  and  Post  streets. 
Inside,  a  light,  steam,  and  bubble  show  whirls 
among  men  turned  women  and  men  dressed 
as  women.  "We  are  not  hung  up  on  gender 
here."  asserts  Mark  Gilpin,  the  club's  owner, 
■'We  do  not  label  here,  which  has  been  part  ol 
our  success.  Gay.  straight,  drag  queen,  queer, 
transsexual,  etcetera.  Thai's  your  business. 
Al  The  Motherlode,  you  can  be  what  you 
want." 

A  pretty  young  couple.  Kevin  Mullaney. 
29.  and  Lucia  Cefcraili.  31.  heard  about  Ihe 
Motherlode  from  other  ■"straighi"  friends. 
"It's  nice  to  witness  something  on  the  wild 
siile,  not  mainslrcam."  said  a  wide-eyed, 
ponytailed  Mullj 


like  all  these  pretty  femmes  in  the  Castro." 

He  says  The  Motherlode  reflects  why  he 
moved  to  San  Francisco  from  Baltimore  four 
years  ago.  "If  you  went  to  something  like  this 
in  Baltimore,  you'd  get  beat  up." 

Ceferatti .  a  thin,  blond  high  school  teacher 
in  a  black  leather  jacket,  notes  how  safe  she 
felt  in  Ihe  club.  "No  one's  giving  anyone  a 
hard  time,"  she  said.  "It  feels  safe  because 
there's  a  lot  of  security." 

Gilpin  insists  he  runs  a  clean  club  in 
which  drugs  and  prostitution  are  not  toler- 
ated. "If  you  don'i  like  it,  I  don'i  need  your 
money  that  bad,"  he  said  in  his  soothing 
Tennessee  drawl.  "I  may  have  more  enemies 
than  friends  around  here.  But  when  you  walk 
through  the  door,  you're  walking  into  my 
house." 

The  bespectacled  43-year-old  has  always 
been  a  barkeep.  His  grandmother  purchased 
his  first  gay  bar  when  he  was  19  "so  she'd 
always  know  where  to  find  me."  And  he 


Although  he  prefers  to  dress  as  a  man, 
Gilpin  has  always  loved  drag  shows.  "It's 
true  theater,  pure  and  simple.  Individuals 
dress  up  and  become  other  people."  he  said. 

Now  at  1  1  p.m.  on  Fridays  and  1 1  ;30  p.m. 
on  Saturdays,  the  lights  turn  multi-colored 
while  smoke  descends  from  the  ceiling  to  a 
festive  trumpet  introduction. 

Baiting  large,  dark  eyelashes  on  a  cheru- 
bic, feminine  face.  LA-LA.  the  dance  show 
emcee,  lip-syncs  a  show  tune  before  trading 
barbs  with  Gilpin  over  gender,  promiscuity, 
obesity,  and  any  other  dirt  that  comes  inio 
their  funny  minds, 

LA- LA  finds  the  subject  of  gender  amus- 
ing: "People  ask  if  I'm  on  hormones  and  all 
that.  1  consider  myself  neither  man  nor 
woman.  I'm  under  the  oilier  person  category." 

LA-LA  recalls  thai  while  he  was  growing 
up  in  Phoenix.  Arizona,  people  always  told 
his  mother,  "what  a  lovely  daughter  you 
have."  The  emcee  begun  dressing  as  a  woman 
10  years  ago.  and  "it  just  snowballed  lo  the 


point  that  I  *m  most  comfortable  dressing  this 
way." 

Vanessa,  a  slender  Motherlode  patron  in  a 
leather  vest  and  mini-skirt  with  matching 
black  pumps,  remembers  being  "dramatic" 
while  attending  Ihe  Town  School,  a  presti- 
gious San  Francisco  prepatory .  "I've always 
been  effeminate,"  she  said  demurely  over  a 
cigaret.  "People  constantly  told  my  parents 
whal  a  lovely  little  girl  I  was." 

Vanessa,  29.  says  for  the  past  year  she  has 
been  moving  toward  becoming  a  she-male. 
She  said,  "I  take  female  hormones,  but  I 
don't  want  to  lose  the  works  downstairs." 
Like  some  other  drag  queens.  Vannessa  says 
she  prefers  men  "who  like  me  like  this. 
They're  more  bi-sexual  than  gay.  They're 
earthier." 

As  the  drag  show  progresses,  LA-LA  in- 
troduces four  or  five  attractive  lip-synchers. 
many  of  whom  have  silicon  implants.  "The 
show  gives  the  girls  a  chance  to  show  off." 
.she  says. 

Vanessa,  who  has  performed  on  and  off 
since  age  16  and  who  placed  fourth  in  the 
Miss  Illusions  93  Pageant,  says  performing 
gives  a  unique  high.  "For  a  moment  you're 
loved  by  everyone.  You  feel  accepted  like 
you  didn't  get  at  home  growing  up." 


AIDS  Outreach  Worker  Takes 
Street  Smarts  to  Her  Job 


Photo  Jennifer  Cheek 
Sheri  Webb  brings  her  own  experiences  as  a 
transgendered  woman  lo  her  outreach  work  ai 
the  Tenderloin  AIDS  Resource  Center. 


by  Karen  Koenig 

It's  an  open  secret  that  the  Tenderloin  is 
San  Francisco's  transsexual  neighborhood, 
but  it's  still  a  deadly  unsolved  mystery  how 
may  of  the  transgendered  people  here  have 
the  AIDS  virus,  and  the  AIDS  experts  aren't 
counting. 

No  one — not  the  AIDS  Foundation,  not 
the  city's  AIDS  Office,  not  even  the  Tender- 
loin AIDS  Resource  Center — will  venture  a 
guess  as  lo  how  many  transgendered  people 
live  here,  although  hundreds  come  to  local 
agencies  for  services,  hundreds  more  are 
turned  away,  and  some  never  seek  help  at  all. 
Service  providers  agree,  however,  the  over- 
whelming majority  of  transgendered  people 
in  the  Tenderloin  are  male-to-female,  and 
some  estimate  as  many  as  75  percent  work  in 
the  sex  industry. 

But  Sheri  Webb  knows,  from  her  1 5  years 
working  the  streets  as  a  prostitute,  the  devas- 
tating impact  on  her  community — at  least 
one  in  three  "street  queens"  she  used  to  see  in 
\hc  Tendprlnin  iirr       uL-a^^^ rim.  (,1 


As  a  result.  AIDS  agencies  began  recruit- 
ing transgendered  people  to  reach  out  to  their 
own.  and  Sheri  was  one  of  the  first  hired, 
right  off  the  streets,  by  CalPEP.  There's  at 
least  four  transgendered  outreach  workers 
working  on  AIDS  prevention.  Now  a  coun- 
selor for  the  Tenderloin  AIDS  Resource 
Center.  Sheri  is  a  veteran  of  two  strugggles; 
surviving  on  the  streets  living  as  a  woman 
even  though  she  was  born  male  and  becom- 
mg  a  woman  physically. 

Like  many  transgendered  women,  Sheri 
started  cross-dressing  and  running  away  from 
home  at  14.  After  years  of  living  as  a 
woman,  waiting  for  the  right  lime  and  enough 
money,  she  had  sex  reassignment  surgery  in 
1989.  During  recovery,  she  was  depressed 
and  didn't  even  want  to  look  at  her  own 
body.  But  us  she  healed,  she  realized.  "Now 
the  cake  is  baked,  and  it  tastes  pretty  good." 

Today  Sheri,  a  thirty-ish  African-Ameri- 
can woman  with  the  imposing  physical  pres- 
ence ol  a  Tina  Turner,  is  very  much  there  for 
other  transgendered  people.  Of  their  desire 
to  change  gender,  she  says,  it's  just  in  your 
psyche.  If  I  had  a  choice.  I  would  not  inflict 
all  this  pain  and  suffering  on  myself." 

Sheri  also  kjiows  "it's  really  difficult 
living  m  the  opposite  sex..  Il  takes  its  toll  in 
the  form  of  harassment,  arrest,  violence,  and 
discrimination  from  the  straight  and  gay 
community." 

When  one  of  her  clients,  who  is  dying  of 
AIDS,  suffered  discrimination  at  a  local 
clinic.  Sheri  reacted.  "It's  not  right  for 
somebody  lo  be  so  hurt  and  intimidated."  she 
says,  so  she  told  the  client,  ""No  honey...! 
will  go  with  you  to  see  you  are  treated  with 
dignity  and  respect.'"  It  was  a  success.  In 
addition.  Sheri  visited  the  client  daily  and 
recently  helped  her  get  back  to  her  family  in 
Kentucky.  The  woman's  mother  told  Sheri. 
"Tm  forever  in  your  debt  for  watching  out 
for  my  child.'" 

Giving  of  herself  comes  naturally  to  Sheri. 
she  says.  "It  was  always  my  nature  to  he 
matemalisiic  with  friends."  she  says,  credit- 
ing her  own  mother,  who  loved  her  through 
all  her  changes. 

When  leaching  AIDS  prevention.  Sheri 
says.  "Tm  fair.  I'm  nrm.  and  I'm  fun."  She 
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FOCUS  ON  HIV/AIDS  ) 

Special  Events  Calendar 


August  8.  3-8  p.m. 

Brothers  Network  is  presting  the  "Out- 
ing Party"  at  the  Kennel  Club.  628 
Divasadero.  featuring  tfie  production  "A 
Safe  Time  in  Sex  Town"  by  Rap  City.  $5 
donation.  For  more  information,  call  749- 
6714. 

HIV  Antibody  Test  Sites 
Tuesdays 

St.  Anthonys.  105  Golden  GateAve.5 
p.m. -8  p.m. 

Anonymous  HIV  antibody  testing. 
Call  241-8320  for  more  information. 

Thursdays 

Glide  Memorial  Church  Clinic.  330 
Ellis  St..  Rm.  518/1  p.m.-5  p.m.  Confi- 
dential HIV  antibody  testing  and  results, 
Call  292-2260  for  more  details. 

South  of  Market  Health  Center,  551 
Minna  St.  5  p.m. -9  p.m. 

Anonymous  HIV  antibody  testing. 
Call  626-2951  for  information. 

Weekly  Tenderloin  Groups 
Sundays 

Noon-3  p.m..  "Filipinos  Positively  To- 
gether," Sponsored  by  the  Filipino  Task 
Force  on  AIDS.  For  more  information, 
call  Rob  at  703-9878. 

Mondays 

2  p.m. -3  p.m..  HIV-i-/Subslance  Abuse 
Rap  Group."  Sponsored  by  the  Tender- 
loin AIDS  Resource  Center.  Call  Domi- 
nique at  43 1  -7476  for  more  details. 


condoms  fun  with  sex  panners.  Removing 
various  brands  from  their  packages  and  un- 
rolling ihem,  she  advises.  "This  i?.  a  perteci 
example  that  one  size  does  not  fit  all." 

In  her  support  groups,  she  avoids  lectur- 
ing clients  about  "everything  you  can't  do 
any  more"  and  instead  engages  them  in  con- 
versation. "I  will  goon  and  on  about  mutual 


Tuesdays 

6  p.m.  -7:30  p.m..  "Drop-In  Support 
Group."  Sponsored  by  the  Brothers  Net- 
work. For  details,  ask  for  Shurland  at 
749-6714. 

Wednesdays 

I  p.m. -3  p.m.  "Transgender  Support 
Group.'*  Sponsored  by  The  Tenderloin 
AIDS  Resource  Center.  For  more  de- 
tails, call  Sheri  at  431-7476. 

7  p.m. -8:30  p.m..  "Native  American 
HIV  Support  Group."  Sponsored  by  the 
Early  Advocacy  and  Care  for  HiV  pro- 
gram. For  details,  call  Russell  at  403- 
3800. 

Thursdays 

7  p.m. -8:30  p.m.,  "African  American 
Treatment  Support  Group."  Sponsored 
by  the  Early  Advocacy  and  Care  for 
HIV  program.  For  details. call  Russell  at 
403-3800. 


To  get  your  listing  in  this  calen- 
dar, call  The  Tenderloin  Times  at 
776-0700  or  mail  us  the  information 
for  the  proceeding  month  to  The 
Tenderloin  Times.  146  Leavenworth 
St..  SF.  CA  94102  by  the  second 
friday  of  the  month.  The  Times  pub- 
lishes the first  Monday  of  each  month. 


friends  that  had  AIDS  that  are  dead  now." 
says  Sheri.  "It  hits  home." 

Besides  individual  counseling  and  street 
outreach.  Sheri  also  runs  two  support  groups 
for  transgendered  people  at  TARC.  Among 
many  topics,  groups  focus  on  jobs,  substance 
abuse,  and  image. 


Five  of  Six  Teens  Surveyed 
Say  They  are  Sexually  Active 


by  Lyn  DufT 

After  his  girlfriend  had  her  second 
abortion,  17-year-oId  Tom  decided  to 
start  using  a  condom.  It  wasn 't  his  fearof 
suddenly  becoming  a  father  that  moti- 
vated him  to  become  one  of  the  few  teens 
who  practices  safer  sex,  but  rather  his 
fearof  AIDS. 

When  a  teacher  who  took  interest  in  him  dis- 
covered the  situation,  she  explained  to  Tom  how 
the  AIDSvirusistransmiited.  Tom  never  learned 
about  AIDS  in  Family  Life  class,  the  school 
district'sversionof  sex  education,  because  he  says 
"it  just  wasn't  taught".  Tom  says  the  information 
scared  him  enough  to  not  only  stop  having  unpro- 
tected sex.  but  to  educate  his  friends  as  well.  Tom 
now  hands  out  condoms  in  the  boys  bathroom  at 
his  school. 

"Al  first  il  was  lough,"  said  Tom,  who  asked 
thai  his  name  not  be  used  to  protect  himself  from 
school  officials  who  would  try  lo  stop  his  lunch- 
Umedistribulions  of  safe  sex  information.  "People 
have  this  attitude  that  they  live  forever,  that  they 
can'l  get  AIDS  because  they  aren't  gay  and<Ion'l 
shoot  up.  But  the  truth  is,  anyone  can  get  it.  I 
could  have  given  it  to  my  girlfriend,  and  she  could 
have  passed  it  on  to  her  child." 

Unfortunately,  youth  like  Tom  aren't  very 
commonplace.  One  in  every  six  teens  has  had  a 
sexually  transmitted  disease,  according  to  Jill 
Tregor,  director  of  Planned  Parenthood,  which 
conducted  a  study  to  determine  these  findings. 
Most  sexually  transmitted  diseases  can  be  easily 
prevented  by  practicing  safer  sex —  using  a 
condom,  dental  dam.  or  latex  gloves  to  slop  the 
exchange  of  body  fluids. 

A  Tenderloin  Times  survey  of  250  San  Fran- 
cisco youth  between  the  ages  of  12  and  18  re- 
vealed that  85  percent  of  these  youth  are  sexually 
active,  but  more  than  20  percent  of  youth  who 
practiced  vaginal  sex  never  use  a  condom.  Sixty- 
five  percent  of  the  youth  surveyed  felt  that  they 
were  not  al  risk  for  AIDS. 

About  three  percent  of  ihe  people  in  San 
Francisco  who  are  infected  with  HTV  are  youth.  In 
San  Francisco,  there  are  434  cases  of  youth  (age 
12-25)  with  AIDS.  A  total  of  900  are  HIV-posi- 
tive, according  to  a  May.  1993  study  by  the  city's 
AIDS  office.  With  AIDS  being  the  sixth  leading 


cause  of  death  among  adolescents,  it's  obvious 
that  stakes  are  high.  Youth — particularly  male 
youth — are  also  in  the  fastest  growing  segment  of 
the  AIDS  epidemic. 

Studies  have  pinpointed  the  number  of  sexu- 
ally active  youth  at  anywhere  from  30  percent  to 
85  percent.  Almost  alt  surveys  have  defined  sex 
as  vaginal  intercourse,  which  excludes  gays,  les- 
bians, and  youth  who  only  practice  oral  or  anal 
sex,  HIVcanalsobe passed throughoralsex. anal 
sex  and  other  exchanges  of  body  fluids.  There  are 
confirmed  cases  of  transmission  of  KTV  between 
men  in  oral  sex,  but,  according  to  San  Francisco's 
AIDS  office,  there  are  no  confirmed  cases  be- 
tween lesbian  women.  To  prevent  the  transmis- 
sion of  HTV  during  oral  sex.  one  needs  to  use  a 
condom,  dental  dam,  or  latex  gloves.  Of  the  52 
percent  of  teens  in  the  Timas  survey  that  practice 
oral  sex.  57  percent  have  never  used  a  denul  dam 
or  condom. 

Many  youth  surveyed  by  Th^Tenderloin  Times 
said  that  parental  denial  of  sexually  active  teens 
presents  a  problem  to  them.  When  her  mother 


found  condoms  in  her  purse,  one  16-year-old  gi/1 
was  grounded  for  six  months.  The  condoms  were 
for  a  17-ycar-old  friend.  "She  should  have  been 
glad  that  we  care  about  ourselves  enough  to  pro- 
tect ourselves."  she  said.  Almost  all  the  sexually 
active  teeris  reported  that  their  parents  discour- 
aged using  protection  during  sex,  either  for  religous 
reasons  or  because  they  just  couldn't  believe  that 
their  teen  is  sexually  active.  One  14-year-old  girl 
said,  "they  don't  like  to  see  us  as  sexual  beings.  So 
instead  of  getting  over  it  and  accepting  who  we 
are,  they  try  to  make  us  be  abstinaie." 

"Most  people  know  about  corKloms  because 
they  don'i  want  lo  be  pregnant,  but  a  lot  of  my 
friends  think  that  oral  sex  is  okay,"  said  Tina  Lee, 
a  16-year-old  Tenderloin  resident  "What  ihey 
just  don't  get  is:  maybe  you  don't  get  pregnant, 
but  you  could  get  AIDS." 

Almost  all  of  the  San  Francisco  public  high 
schools  offer  condoms  free  to  students,  usually 
through  the  nurses'  office  or  a  peer  resource 
center.  However,  many  teens  are  reluctant  lo  ask 
an  adult  for  condoms.  'It's  too  embarassing;  I'd 
rather  just  not  get  a  condom  at  all."  said  a  15-year- 
old  boy  who  was  surveyed.  "What  would  really  be 
belter  is  if  they  had  condoms  and  dental  dams  in 
vending  machines,  like  colleges  do." 


Swords  to  Plowshares 

Welcome  Back  to  the 
Neighborhood! 

Since  first  opening  its  offices 
at  Turk  and  Mason  in  1974, 
Swords  to  Plowshares  has 
been  serving  the  needs  of 
combat  veterans. 

Their  Third  Annual 
StandDown  is  an 
extraordinary  example  of 
the  exemplary  service  to  the 
entire  community. 

Welcome  to  your  new  offices 
at  995  Market  St. 

'from  ^"bur  y^netiffs  in  the 
'Tcndcrfoin 


Health  Concerns  /Conditions 


Being  Newly  Diagnosed 


DO  YOU  HAVE  CONCERNS  ABOUT? 
A  Need  For  More  Information  Being  Emotionally  Upset 

the  BROTHERS  NETWORK 

Offers  ttie  following  ^  .  help  to 
African-American  Transgender,  Gay  &  Bisexual  Men 
with  concerns  about  HIV. 

Outreach  and  Education  to  the  African-American  Communities  in 
San  Francisco  alx>ut  Safer  Sex  and  Prevention  of  transmission  of  HIV. 

Case  Management,  Support  Groups,  Treatment  Information  & 
Peer  Counseling  for  those  with  HIV. 

Education  for  those  who  don't  have  HiV. 

Where  there  is  hope,  there  is  help 


415-749-6714 


WHAT  IF  YOU  COULD  MAKE 


happeNiNg/ 

What's  Up  and  When 


The  Association  for  Viet  Arts 
presents  at  EXITheatre  a  multi- 
media performance,  "RE  .to  be 
continued,"  byTai  Dang. 
Dang's  work  is  billed  as  an  explora- 
tion of  death  as  a  metamorphosis, 
and  will  be  performed  at  EXITheatre 
on  August  12,  13,  and  14  Tickets 
are  $10  and  Thursday  is  pay-what- 
you-can  night.  Tickets  are  half-pnce 
at  TlX  in  Union  Square  on  the  day  of 
the  performance.  For  reservations, 
call  824-2682  or  673-3847. 


photo:  Joshua  Hakimi 


Tenderloin  After-School 
Program's  Grand  Opening 
Tuesday,  August  10 

The  Tenderloin  Nieghborhood 
Development  Corporation  hosts  a 
celebration  at  12:20-2  p  m  at  225 

Eddy  Street. 
Make  a  Circus! 

Wednesday,  August  25th  at  Civic 
Center  Plaza. 

A  -three  part  circus  including  the 
"Community  Act",  where  the 
audience  become  actors.  This  year's 
theme  is  intercultural  harmony.  For 
more  info  call  41 5-776-8470.  The 


"BE  A  STAR!"  Craft  program  for 
children  6  and  up  meets  on  two 
Thursdays,  the  5th  and  12th,  in  the 
Mam  Library  at  Children's  Dept.  at 
3:00  p,m  For  more  info,  about 
either  the  Chess  Club  or  the  Craft 
Program,  call  557-4550 

Enter  a  Contest!  Win  a  Prize!  It's 
the  12th  Annual  San  Francisco 
Fair.  Labor  Day  Weekend,  Sept.  4, 
5,  &  6  at  Civic  Center  Plaza. Many 
competitions  of  an  "only  in  San 
Francisco"  theme  will  be  held. 
Some  highlights  include  the  Diaper 
Derby,  the  Homebrew  Beer  Contest, 


WioM/ &  voice/ 


G.LO.E.  ACTIVITIES.  Panel 
discusssion  for  older  lesbians.  Sun  , 
Aug.  8th  @  3p  m,  St.  Francis  of 
Assisi,  145  Guerrero  Women 
Writers  Group  at  Operation  Con- 
cern, 1853  Market,  6  -  9p.m.  For 
women  over  50,  Potluck  Brunch  for 
Men,  Sun.,  Aug.  8th  @  noon  - 
3p.m.,  St.  Francis  of  Assisi.  Bring  a 
dish  to  share.  Men's  Discovery 
Discussion  Group,  "How  to  make 
friends  when  you're  old  and  gay. " 
Weds ,  Aug  4,  18th.  Call  CSEARR 
at  885-2743  for  more  info. 


The  Southeast  Asian  Chamber  of 
Commerce  presents  Vietnam 
Awareness  events.  Thursday, 
Aug  5th  ,  "Investment  Opportu- 
nities in  Vietnam  for  Bay  Area 
Businesses."   Noon  luncheon  and 
program  At  AT&T  CRC,  50  Fre- 
mont, 40th  fir ,  San  Francisco 
"Vietnamese  Cultural  Evening," 
Sat,,  Aug  14th,  7-  9p,m.  at  the 
Asian  Art  Museum,  Golden  Gate 
Park,  A  celebration  of  traditional 
music,  dance,  and  food.  For  more 
info.,  call  885-2743. 


August  6  -  8th 

Swords  to  Plowshares'  3rd  An- 
nual Stand  Down  for  homeless 
vets  will  be  "pulling  the  troops  out 
of  the  line"  to  give  them  a  rest  from 
the  battlefront  of  the  streets  by 
providing  3-days  of  services  includ- 
ing shelter,  food,  medical  care  and 
showers.  The  Veterans'  Administra- 
tion will  be  there  to  help  vets  get 
I  D.  cards  and  to  upgrade  their 
discharge  status.  For  more  info,  call 
Swords  to  Plowshares  at  247-8777, 
or  the  Coalition  on  Homelessness  at 
346-3740,  or  the  Tenderloin  Self- 
Help  Center  at  554-0518.  To 
volunteer,  call  John  Wike  at  Swords 
to  Plowshares 

Friday,  August  27th 
All  homeless  and  tow-income 
artists,  musicians  and  advocacy 
groups  are  invited  to  participate  in  a 
Homeless  Art  and  Advocay  Fair  at 
San  Francisco  State  University 
between  1 1  a  m  and  7  p.m  Artists 
and  venders  can  show  and  sell  their 
artwork  and  goods  to  the  university 
community.  For  more  info  or  to 
reserve  a  table  or  stage,  contact  Lyta 
Hamm  at  338-1938  or  338-6405. 


August  12,  and  August  24 

The  Alliance  for  District  Elections 

is  holding  community  meetings  to 
plan  a  series  of  neighborhood 
forums  on  district  elections.  Public 
meetings  will  be  held  at  the  State 
Building,  455  Golden  Gate  Ave  ,  rm, 
1200  from  7  -  9  p,m,  on  Thurs,. 
Aug.  12th,  and  Tues.,  Aug,  24th, 
Call  541-5047  for  more  info. 


Friday,  August  14,  Tenderloin 
Self  Help  Center  is  sponsoring  the 
First  Annual  Self  Empowerment 
Dance  (in  a  clean  and  sober  environ- 
ment) Friday,  August  14  from  8  p.m 
to  1  a.m.  at  the  Holiday  lnn,50-8th 
Streets,  For  more  information,  call 
554-0518. 
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Dottie's  True  Blue  Cafe  -  522 

Jones  Street.  Dishes  from  scratch 
and  fresh  to  order,  including 
strawberry  pancakes,  yogurt, 
juices,  coffee  and  soup.  Lunch 
specials  offer  pizzas,  pastas  and 
more.  Senior  discount  menu  is 
available  from  9:30am  -  Ham. 
Price  range:  $1.25  -  $8.  Open  7 
days,  7  am  -  2  pm.  All  day  break- 
fasts. Sat.  and  Sun.  lunches  from 
11:30  am  -  2  pm  and  breakfast 
from  7am-lpm.  885-2767. 

Due  Ky  Resturant 

492  Ellis  Street.  A  top  vote-getter 
in  the  1989  Temierhin  Times  res- 
taurant contest.  Items  includecat- 
fish  hot  &  sour  soup,  seafood  fire 
pot,  and  barbecued  pork  over  rice. 
Price  range:  $3-  $4.75.  Open  7 
days,  9am-9pm.  928-5188. 

Nam  Thanh  Restaurant -499  Ellis 
(at  Leavenworth).  A  new  Ameri- 
can corner  cafe  with  hunger- 
quenching,  affordable  meals. 
Dishes  include  3  eggroUs  for  only 
a  buck,  3-egg  omelette  ($2.99),  2 
eggs  &  bacon  ($1.60).  Also  serving 
terriyaki  chicken  ($2.89)  and  sand- 
wiches. Pricerange:$l-$3.50.  Open 
7  days  a  week,  from  6:30  am-7:30 
pm.  292-4986. 

NEW  STAR  CAFE-400  Eddy 
Street.  Special  Combination  Plate 
includes  shrimp,  sweet  and  sour 
pork,  barbecued  pork  fried  rice 
and  chicken  chow  mein.  South 
Sea  Chicken  is  made  with  the  high- 
est quality  chicken  available  and 
comes  with  garlic  fried  rice  and  a 
ginger  and  plum  sauce.  Prices: 
$2.95-$4.95.  771-9690 


>Vh€  s  ret  in  the  ritchen? 


While  the  Tenderloin  is  known  as  one  of 
the  best  neighborhoods  for  Southeast  Asian 
restaurants,  for  more  than  three  decades  it 
has  also  been  home  to  a  lillJe  taste  of  some- 
thing Teutonic — the  German  Cook  Restau- 
rant. 

if,  like  me,  you  have  always  been  curious 
about  this  place  al612  O'Fan-ell  Street,  you 
can  step  inside  and  find  European  ambiance 
without  the  trouble  and  expense  of  traveling 
outside  the  Tenderloin.  From  its  Bavarian 
chalet  decor  to  the  sounds  of  Gemian  music 
and  the  waitress  casually  chatting  in  German 
with  patrons,  the  atmosphere  is  definitely 
Dcutsch. 

And  so  is  the  feeling  of  satisfaction  with 
the  savory  fare,  which  includessuch  German 
specialties  as  Sauerbraien,  Wienerschnitzel. 
Knockwurst  and  Sauerkraut.  On  a  recent 
visit.  I  ordered  the  pork  snitzel  with  German 
meatballs,  which  also  comes  with  fried  pota- 
toes, red  cabbage,  and  rye  bread. 

The  Chef  is  Stefan  Filipcik,  who  is  CHigi- 
nally  from  Dei-Rcichcnberg,  Czechoslova- 
kia, which  accounts  for  such  East  European 
specials  as  "Serbian  Steak." 

The  fare,  which  changes  daily  is  surpris- 
ingly affordable.  Expect  to  spend  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  $10  to  $15  .  No  reservation  is 


Photo.  Eh  Bishop 
Chef  Stefan  Filipcik 

required  and  it  is  open  for  Lunch  and  dinner 
from  lunchtime  to  9  p.m. 

— Allan  Chinn 


HAMBURGERS  *  TERIYAKI  *  EGG  ROLLS  *  OMELETTES 


NAM  THANH 


499  Ellis  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
292-4986 


TRUE  BLUE  CAFE 


Everyday  7:30  -  2:30 
Lunch:  M-F  11:30  -  2:30 

522  Jones  Street 
885-2767 
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President  of  the  Bay  Area  Chapter  of  FUNCINPEC  Chea  Kim  joins  with 
FUNCINPEC  Vice  President  Chhith  Yorn  In  welcoming  FUNCINPEC  followers 
and  non-followers  alike  to  a  June  19  victory  party  for  the  royalist  party. 
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MUC  TIN  TlJfC  THLf  ONG  MAI 


Abby  Nixon  phu  trach 

Ban  dich  Viet  ngCf  cua  Tran  Hoai  Bac 

Chao  mung  qui  vi  den  vai  muc 
tin  tiic  thUong  mai  moi  me  cua  bao 
Tenderloin  Times.  Trong  muc  nay 
chung  toi  se  mang  den  nhung  tin  tiic 
can  thiet  cho  cong  dong  thuong  mai  cua 
khu  Tenderloin  cung  nhU  nhung  nha 
doanh  nghiep  muon  ma  mot  co  so  kinh 
doanh  trong  khu  Tenderloin.  Chung  toi 
cung  se  neu  len  nhOfng  guong  thanh  dat 
de  cho  qui  vi  thay  nhung  co  so  thiiong 
mai  da  ton  tai  va  phat  trien  tai  day  nhu 
the  nao. 

Khu  Tenderloin  hien  co  958  co 
so  thuong  mai  m^it  tien,  trong  do  rat 
nhieu  ca  so  a  duoi  dang  kinh  doanh 
nho  cua  gia  dinh.  Mac  du  khu  Tender- 
loin CO  lam  van  de,  nhung  co  so  thuong 
mai  noi  tren  da  chon  dia  diem  nay  lam 
tien  don  kinh  doanh  voi  nhufng  cu'a 
hieu  mat  tien  va  tao  thanh  mot  nen 
mong  ma  bail  cCf  nhOfng  sU  phat  trien 
kinh  te  nao  trong  tUong  lai  nao  cua  khu 
Tenderloin  deu  phai  dua  vao  do. 

H6i  CHLfNG  BAO  DONG  VA 
KHUYfiNCAO 

Nhieu  nam  nay  khu  Tender 
loin  la  mot  hon  dao  bi  co  lap  va  bo  roi 
trong  ky  nghe  du  lich  cua  thanh  pho 
Cuu  Kim  Son.  "Hay  coi  chiing  khu  Ten- 
derloin" la  loi  nhac  nho  hang  ngay  thoat 
ra  tii  moi  cua  nhan  vien  nhung  khach 
san  sang  trong,  cua  boi  ban  va  cua  nhijfng 
CO  so  thuong  mai  khac  phuc  vu  cho 
nganh  du  lich  beo  bo.  Ho  hanh  dong 
giongnhu  nhung  "ve  si"hUongdanmoi 
nguoi  di  bat  cuT  noi  nao  de  tieu  tien 


den  Chau  A  va  hien  nay  dang  dua  du 
khach  nuom  nUop  sang  Viet  Nam. 

Toa  lac  tren  dudng  Ellis  trong 
khu  Tenderloin  duoc  ba  nam  nay.  World 
Wide  Travel  vua  moi  chuyen  ve  so  321 
Leavenworth  ben  canh  Verona  Hotel 
va  khien  cho  "chung  toi  trof  nen  gan  gui 
hon  voi  nhung  cU  dan  cua  cong  dong 
ngifdi  Viet,"  theo  Idi  cua  anh  Tim  Tran. 

Chin  mUoi  phan  tram  khach 
hang  ciia  World  Wide  mua  ve  di  Viet 
Nam.  Mot  chuyen  bay  khu  hoi  ton 
khoang  1.000  den  1.200HMy  Kim.  Anh 
Tim  Tran  udc  lUong  co  vao  khoang  100 
nguoi  dat  mua  ve  hang  thang,  voi  50% 
khach  hang  la  cu  dan  cua  Tenderloin. 
World  Wide  cung  con  cung  cap  dich  vu 
giaiy  to;  nh6  nhOfng  moi  Hen  lac  tai  Viet 
Nam  hang  co  the  lay  chieu  khan  va  sU 
chap  thuan  cua  Viet  Nam  trong  hai 
tuan  le.  NhCfng  dich  vu  hang  khong 


Ca  du  khach  va  cu  dan  dia  phuong  nen 
dentham  Tenderlom  New  Market,  225 
Leavenworth,  San  Francisco,  94102. 

O  ben  kia  dudng,  tai  goc 
Leavenworth  va  Turk,  la  cua  tiem  ABC 
Foods.  Chii  tiem  Sabha  Othman  da 
tung  lam  viec  nhieu  nam  trai  cho  Local 
2  qua  nhung  noi  nhu  la  Holiday  Inn,  St 
Francis  va  Hilton  tu  chay  ban,  rua  chen 
cho  den  lam  boi.  Chi  noi  rang  chi  da  hoc 
dUoccachsiia  soan  nhCfng  mon  ma  hien 
nay  chi  dang  ban  bang  each  quan  sat 
nhCfng  ngudi  chu  cu  cua  chi.  Tiem  deli 
cua  chi  ban  mon  rau  tron,  ga  ran  va 
sandwich, 

Cachdomot  vaiday  phola  mot 
khu  thuong  mai  mdi  doc  theo  Eddy 
giua  Taylor  va  Mason.  Khu  Thuong  Xa 
E>udng  Eddy  da  khai  truong  voi  nhom 
kinh  doanh  dau  tien  la  RialtoCafe,  Your 
Black  Muslim  Bakery  va  EXITheatre. 
Mot  bai  phong  su  trong  tuong  lai  se  viet 
ve  nhung  thuong  gia  d  do.  Khu  Thuong 
Xa  nay  duoc  day  manh  boi  Ban  Gia  Cu 
Cong  Dong  Trung  Hoa  (Chinese  Com- 


trong  yeu  duoc  cung  cap  qua  China 
Airlines,  Philippine  Airlines  va  Cathay 
Pacific. 

Khi  du'oc  hoi  ve  nhung  dia  diem 
thu  hut  khach  du  lich,  anh  Tim  Tran  de 
nghi  Vung  Tau,  mot  bai  bien  toa  lac 
trong  mien  Nam  nxidc  Viet.  Moi  thac 
mac  ve  du  lich  xin  lien  lac  vai  World 
Wide,  (415)346-7792, 321  Leavenworth 
Street,  San  Francisco,  94102. 

Cune  tren  day  pho  do  tai  so  225 


munity  Housing  Corporation)  voi  mot 
khoan  tien  tai  tro  lien  bang  la  nua  trieu 
My  Kim  cua  Bo  Phat  Trien  Gia  Cu  va 
Thanh  Thi  (Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development).  Ben  kia  dudng  la 
Club  181,  mot  cau  lac  bo  nhac  jazz  sang 
trong  thu  hut  gioi  thuong  lUu  hang 
dem,  Chech  phia  ben  kia  tren  goc  dudng 
Eddy  va  Taylor  la  mot  cua  hang  ban 
thuc  an  kieu  mien  nam  Hoa  Ky  se  khai 
truong  vao  giua  thang  Tarn. 


khac  muon  nhung  nhu  cau  cua  ho  duoc 
dap  Ung  nen  gia  nhap  The  Concerned 
Businesspersons  of  the  Tenderloin.  To 
chuc  nay  hop  mat  mdi  ngay  thu  Batu  10 
gid  den  11  gid  sang  tai  William  Penn 
Hotel,  so  160  duo ng  Eddy,  Hoi  vien  cua 
to  chu'c  nay  bao  gom  James  Brady,  giam 
doc  du  an  cua  Ban  Gia  Cu  Cong  Dong 
Trung  Hoa  va  giam  doc  tuong  lai  la  nha 
phat  trien  tii  nhan  Art  Evans  ma  cong  ty 
cua  anh  da  hop  tac  voi  Catholic  Chari- 
ties de  xay  dung  khu  gia  cu  138  can  tai 
so  111  dudng  Jones.  Dolahai  vi  trong  so 
nhiing  ngudi  khac  dang  tich  cue  tao  nen 
mot  moi  tniong  kinh  doanh  sang  sua 
hon  cho  nhung  thuong  gia  cua  khu 
Tenderloin. 

TIN  CAN  BifiT 

Bank  of  Canton  of  California, 

mot  ngan  hang  Ion  thu  tarn  tai  San 
Francisco  voi  so  von  la  900  trieu  My 
Kim  va  phuc  vu  viing  Bay  Area  tii  nam 
1937,  da  ha  muc  lai  suat  xuongcon  12.9 
%  cho  nhCng  the  Visa  va  MasterCard 
bat  dau  til  mung  1  thang  7,  tai  mot  thdi 
diem  ma  hau  het  nhung  ngan  hang 
trong  yeu  van  con  giu  muc  lai  suat  la  18 
hoac  cao  hon.  The  ciia  ho  duoc 
CardTrak  -  ban  tin  cho  ngUdi  tieu  thu 
tren  toan  quoc  -  xep  hang  "Nhat  tai 
mien  Tay."  Le  phi  hang  nam  cua  the  nay 
van  la  15  My  Kim.  Gioi  thuong  gia  can 
biet  la  Bank  of  Canton  co  nhung  trUong 
muc  cho  thuong  gia.  Dong  thdi,  de 
khuyen  khich  moi  ngudi  "Mua  Hang 
Hoa  Ky,"  Bank  of  Canton  de  nghi  mot 
khoan  ha  thap  muc  lai  suat  dac  biet  cho 
nhung  nguoi  mua  xe  hoi  cua  My.  Muon 
biet  them  tin  tuc  hay  goi  so  362-4100  va 
hoi  phdng  The  Tin  Dung  va  Cho  Vay 
(Credit  Card  and  Loan  Department). 

Phong  ThUcmg  Mai,  Khoa  Hoc  va 
Tai  Lieu  cua  Thu'  Vien  Chir\h  cua  CUu 
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dAn  ngheo  thAnh 

THI  GAP  EO  NGAN 
SACH 

Poor  on  City's  Budget 
Chopping  Block 


Su  dong  cLfa  chuang  trinh  duy 
nhait  trong  khu  Tenderloin  danh  cho 
viec  phuc  hoi  chuc  nang  nhung  ngUdi 
nghien  "crack"  vao  ngay  30  thang  6  vua 
qua  chi  la  nan  nhan  dau  tien  cua  nhung 
su  cat  giam  ngan  sach  nghiem  trong  doi 
voi  nhung  dich  vu  ciia  thanh  pho  nham 
de  can  bang  con  so  tham  thung  ngan 
sach  len  den  184  trieu. 

Nhung  nguoi  Dong  Nam  A  chiem 
vac  khoang  35%  cii  dan  cua  khu  Ten- 
derloin phai  doi  pho  khong  nhung  voi 
nhieu  su  cat  giam  khac  ma  con  ca  su  cat 
giam  nhung  dich  vu  trong  chuong  trinh 
danh  cho  nhung  di  dan  moi  den  dinh 
cu.  Chuong  trinh  nay  hien  nay  dang 
cung  cap  nhung  dich  vu  cham  soc  y  te, 
yem  tro  va  chuyen  tiep  se  phai  chiu  cat 
giam  di  mat  900  gio  phuc  vu  true  ticp, 
uoc  luong  khoang  33.000  My  Kim. 

Ong  Vu  Due  Vuong,  giam  doc  ciia 
Trung  Tarn  Tai  Dinh  Cu  Nguoi  Ti  Nan 
Dong  Nam  A,  tin  rang  nhung  s\i  c<it 
giam  nay  tieu  bieu  cho  diiong  loi  chinh 


tri  cua  van  de  tai  tro.  NhiJng  ngifoi  bi 
thiet  thoi  6  day  ia  nhung  ngiidi  thap  c6 
be  hong,  khong  c6  tieng  noi  trong  chinh 
quyen. 

Nhiifng  su'  cat  giam  ngan  sach  nay 
khong  len  den  con  so  88  trieu  My  Kim 
nhu  luc  dau  Thi  Truong  Jordan  da  de 
nghi  la  vi  nhieu  nha  hoat  dong  xa  hoi  da 
chong  doi  viec  giai  tan  nhung  phong  y 
te  va  nhungdich  vu  y  te  tren  toan  thanh 
pho. 

NhUng  tuong  lai  ciia  nhiifng  chUong 
trinh  nay  tuy  Ihuoc  vao  thue  thuong  se 
duoc  dem  ra  bieu  quyet  bang  la  phieu 
vao  thang  1 1 .  Neu  thue  thuong  nay 
khong  duoc  thong  qua  thi  31'//  ngan 
sach  cua  So  Y  Te  se  bi  cat  voi  nhung  hau 
qua  nhu  la  su  dong  cua  ciia  bon  trung 
tarn  y  te  cong  dong  trong  so  tam  trung 
tarn,  cung  nhu  la  su  dong  ciia  cua  mot 
nua  nhung  chuong  trinti  ve  sue  khoe 
tam  than  va  benh  nghien  ngap.. 

-  Phong  su  cua  Jeremy  Hay 

Brian  Shott 


cham  soc  ve  v  te,  va  la  nan  nhan  cua 


THANG  TAM  CO  GI  LA  ? 

What's  Hot  in  August? 


Canh  xiec  Make  a 
Circus!  mdi  nhung 
khan  gia  tre  tu6i  tham 
gia.  Hay  don  xeni 
buoi  trinh  dien  ngay 
thu  Tu,  25  thang  8  tai 
Civic  Center  Plaza. 
Chii  de  cua  nani  nay 
la  sU  hoa  dong  gifla 
cac  chung  toe.  Mudn 
btet  them  tin  tuc  xin 
hay  goi  so  415-776- 
8470.  Ganh  xiec  se 
trinh  dien  lai 
Boeddeker  Park  vao 
thii  Bay,  18  thang  9. 


CHtJ  Dfi  VlfiT  NAM 

Vietnam  as  a  Theme 

Phong  Thuong  Mai  Dong  Nam  A  to  chuc  nhung  buoi  noi  chuyen  ve 
Viet  Nam.  Toi  thu  Nam,  5  thang  8  la  chu  de  "Co  Hoi  Dau  Tu  Tai  Viet  Nam 
Cho  Nhung  Co  So  Thuong  Mai  Cua  Vung  Bay  Area."  Co  tiec  An  trua.  E>ia 
diem  la  AT&T  CRC,  so  50  dudng  Fremont,  lau  40,  tai  Cuu  Kim  Son.  Toi  thu 
Bay,  14  thang  8  tu  7  gio  den  9  gid  tai  Asian  Art  Museum,  Golden  Gate  Park 
la  chii  de  "Dem  Van  Hoa  Viet  Nam."  Co  ca  vu  nhac  va  thue  an  truyen  thong. 
Muon  biet  them  tin  tuc  xin  hay  goi  so  885-2743. 


